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Memoirs of the late Bishop Horne. 


(Continued from page 5, and concluded.) 


For the sake of those who admire 
Bishop Horne’s works, and were not 
acquainted with his person, it may be 
proper, before I conclude, to say some- 
thing of his natural life. When he 
first came to the University of Oxford, 
he was quite a boy; but being at a 
time of life when boys alter very fast, 
he soon grew up into a person so 
agreeable, that, at the opening of the 
Radcliffe Library, when all were as- 
sembled, and made their best appear- 
ance, [ heard it said of him, that there 
was not then a handsomer young man 
in the Theatre. But he was not of a 
strong and muscular constitution; and, 
from the disadvantage of being very 
near-sighted (quite helpless without 
the use of a glass), he did not render 
himself more yobust by the practice 
of any athletic exercise. Amusements 
of that sort gave him more trouble 
than they were-worth, and he never 

ursued them with any alacrity. It 
is related of Bishop Bull, that he was 
not addicted to any innocent pleasure, 
which is often necessary to unbend 
the mind, and preserve the body in 
health and yigour. The only diver- 
sign (if it may be called a diversion) 
to which this great man was addicted, 
was the enjoyment of agreeable con- 
versation: and the same was. the fa- 
vourite amusement of .Dr. Horne to 
the end of his life. I wish every 
young man who is intended for a scho- 
lar, had some good or some necessary 
reason for not being led away by any 
sort of recreation, It was of service 
to his mind, that he was no fisherman, 
no shooter, no hunter, no horseman: 
the cultivation of his understanding 
was, therefore, carried on with less in- 

Vox. TI. : 5 


terruption, and his improvements were 
rapid. While on horseback he seem- 
ed to be in more danger thap other 
young men; and he had a friend, who 
was so much concerned for his safety, 
that he sometimes rode after him, to 
watch over him, without letting him 
know of it. But so it happened, not- 
withstanding his vigilance, that he 
saw him suffer one bad fall, upon a 
dirty road, into a deep slough, and 
another upon very hard ground in the 
middle of the summer. His horse 
was then upon a gallop, aid the fajl 
pitched him upon his forehead ; but, 
by the protection of a good Provi- 
dence, the blow only gave him 2 


head-ach, which soon went off with- 


out any ‘other ill effect. When he 
came at last'to bé a Bishop, the friend, 
who had formerly been his attendant 
reminded him of these accidents, an 
observed upon them, “ My Lord, I 
saw you fall twice, I have seen you 
rise three times :” meaning, that he 
had first risen to be President of Mag- 
dalen College, then to be Dean of 
Canterbury, and afterwards Bishop 
of Norwich. ‘The year after he came 
to Oxford, he fell sick of the small- 
pox, which proved very favourable, 
and he was removed to a house upon 
the hill at Headington, for an airing ; 
where his recovery had raised his spi- 
rits to such a oS that his friends 
could net but observe the growing vi- 

our of his mind, and augurate that’ 
his wits were intended for some ve 
active part upon the stage of hum 
life, as it afterwards proved. 

In the year 1758, he was appointed 
junior Proctor of the University; on 
the 27th of April, 1759, he took the 
degree of B. D. and on the 28th of 
January, 1764, that of D.D. His 
bealth continued tolerably good, til? 
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the time of his proctorship: and here 
it ought in justice to be remembered, 
that he made one of the best Proctors 
ever known in the University of Ox- 
ford. He was strict in the exercise of 
his office ; but his strictness was ac- 
et by so much mildness and 
goodness, that he was equally beloved 
and feared. His duty called upon him 
to visit and inspect the houses of poor 
and disorderly people ; in one of which 
he took the measles, and suffered much 
by that distemper. The time at which 
this accident happened was, in one re- 
spect, rather unfortunate ; for he was 
confined at the time when he should 
have resigned his office by a personal 
attendance inthe Theatre. Dr. Thur- 
low, the late Bishop ef Durham, be- 


ing at that time Collector, delivered 


the Latin speech, at the close of which 
he spoke to this effect: “As to the 
late Proctor, I shall speak of him but 
in few words, for the truth of which 
I can appeal to all that are here pre- 
sent. If ever virtue itself was visi- 
ble and dwelt upon earth, it was in 
the person who this day lays down his 
office.” Which words were followed 
by a universal clapping. It was for- 
tunate in one respect that he was not 
present; for thus it came to pass, that 
full justice was done to his character. 

On the 27th of January, 1768, on 
the death of Dr. Jenner, he was elect- 
ed President of Magdalen College: 
in 1771, he was appointed Chaplain 
in ordinary to his Majesty ; which ap- 
pointment he held till he was prefer- 
red to the Deanry of Canterbury, on 
the 22d of September, 1781: and on 
the 7th of June, 1791, he was conse- 
crated Bishop of Norwich, in Lam- 
beth Chapel, on the translation of 
Dr. Bagot to the see of St. Asaph. 
After he became President of Mag- 
dalen College, he adhered to the in- 
terest of Mr. Jenkinson, (now Earl of 
Liverpool,) a little to the disturbance 
of his academical peace. Mr. Jen- 
kinson had been one of his contem- 
poraries at University College: a gen- 
tleman, who from his first appearance 
in the University, always promised to 
do something, and to be something, 
beyond other men of his time. It 
was not possible that two such young 
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men as he and Mr. Horne could be 
near neighbours without being fond 
of each other’s company. The friend- 
ship once formed, was ever after pre- 
served: and when Mr. Jenkinson, 
though well known to be of what was 
then called the court party, offered 
himself to represent the University in 
Parliament, his two friends, the Pre- 
sident of Magdalen, and the Master 
of University College, voted for him 
without success. ‘Their departure on 
this occasion from what was then 
thought the o/d and proper interest of 
the University, brought upon them 
some animadversions from a few of 
the warmest advocates on the other 
side; and little scurrifous witticisms 
flew about against them both in the 
newspapers; which, so far as their 
own persons were concerned, had lit- 
tle effect upon either, but that of ex- 
citing their laughter; and they have 
often been heard to make themselves 
merry with several passages of that 
time. 

Soon after he was advanced to the 
Presidentship of Magdalen College, | 
he married the only daughter of Phi- 
lip Burton, Esq. a lady for whom he 
always preserved the most inviolate 
affection. By her he had three daugh- 
ters; of whom the eldest is married 
to the Rev. Mr. Selby Hele, and the 
youngest to the Rey. Mr. Hole. The 
unmarried daughter resides with Mrs. 
Horne, at Uxbridge. The former re- 
sidence of .his family near Windsor, 
introduced him to the acquaintance of 
several great and respectable charac- 
ters in that neighbourhood, particu- 
larly Sir George Howard, who re- 
ceived, and may probably have pre- 
served, many of his letters.* 





*I recollect in this place an accident 
which happened to one of his letters. He 
corresponded formerly with Mr. Price, of 
Epsom, whose lady was the sister of An- 
drew Stone, Esq. By a mistake one of 
these letters fell into the hands of Mr. 
Stone; and it happened to contain some 
free remarks upon the lives and charac- 
ters of courtiers. When this was lament- 
ed as an unfortunate circumstance, * No, 
no,” said Mr. Price, “ no misfortune at 
all—very proper those busy gentlemen in 
high life should see what learned men 
think of them and their situatiqn?” 














». 2. 


| be 
fond 
end- 
pre- 
ison, 
was 
ered 
ity in 
Pre- 
aster 
him 
re on 
then 
est of 
them 
w of 
other 
cisms 
n the 
their 
d lit. 
f ex- 
have 
elves 
F that 


0 the 


+ ie 


m he 
a 
augh- 
urried 
id the 

The 
1 Mrs. 
er re- 
ndsor, 
nce of 
larac- 
irticu- 
10 re- 
e pre- 





scident 
s. He 
rice, of 
of An- 
one of 
of Mr. 
1 some 
charac- 


ament- | 


, “No, 
une at 
men in 
-d men 








February, 1819.] 


In the year 1776, he was appointed 
Vice-Chancellor of the University, and 
continued in that office till October, 
1780. His Vice-Chancellorship intro- 
duced him to the acquaintance of 
Lord North, then Chancellor of the 
University: a nobleman, who, to a 
fine temper and pleasant wit, had 
added such good principles and useful 
learning, that he found in Dr. Morne 
a person exactly suited to his own 
mind: and I suppose it owing to the 
united interest of Lord North and the 
present Earl of Liverpool, that he was 
made Dean of Canterbury. When 
this happened, he would willingly have 
quitted his cares at Oxford, and taken 
up his residence in Kent, his native 
county ; but, that a friend, to whose 
judgment he owed respect, would not 
agree to the prudence of such a step. 
As for the Dean himself, worldly ad- 
vantage was no object with him; he 
lived as he ought ; and, if he was no 
loser at the year’s end, he was per- 
fectly satisfied. This I know, because 
I have it under his own hand, that 
he laid up nothing from his pre- 
ferments in the Church. What he 
gave away was with such secrecy, that 
it was supposed by some persons to be 
little : but, after his death, when the 
pensioners, to whom he had been'‘a 
constant benefactor, rose up, to look 
about them for some other support, 
then it began to be known who, and 
how many they were. He complain- 
ed to one of his most intimate friends, 
how much it was out of his way to 
discover such objects as were worthy 
and proper, because he descended so 
little into commerce with the world; 
yet, said he, let any body show me, in 
any case, what ought to be done, and 
they will always find me ready to do 
it. So far as he knew, he did good ; 
and often attempted it, when he could 
not know; which is more or less the 
case with every charitable man. The 
discernment of objects is the privilege 
of God alone; who yet doeth good 
unto all, where we know it not. 

As often as he was at Canterbury, 
his time passed very pleasantly: he 
was in his native county: the families 
of the place and the neighbourhood 
showed him the greatest respect, and 


The Life of Dr. Horne. 35 


were delighted with his company and 
conversation: if he could have in- 
dulged himself with ence, as he 
wished to do, he would have fixed 
himself there for the remainder of his 
life ; but he still submitted to the un- 
settled life of a pilgrim, between the 
two situations of his College and his 
Deanry : with every thing that lay be- 
tween. Oxford and Canterbury, he was 
acquainted, and with little besides. 
In the year 1788, his constitutional 
infirmities began to increase upon 
him: “I have been more than ever 
harrassed (said he) this year, for four 
months past, with defluxions on my 
head and breast : they have driven me 
to take the benefit of the Headington 
air, this charming season,* which, by 
God’s blessing, will enable me to get 
clear for the summer, I believe. But, 
as I grow older, I shall dread the re- 
turn of winter. Do you know what 
could be done in the way of preserva- 
tive? My good friends of the Church 
wish me to continue here, and engage 
to do the business of the Midsummer 
Chapter without me. I am urged to 
get once more upon a horse—as much 
ike an ass as possible. “Long disuse 
hath now been added to an original 
awkwardness: however, by keeping 
to a gentle pace, I shall avoid going 
off, as you remember it was my hap 
once to do, like a frog from a board.” 
The visiting of some ee 
Brighthelmstone, or ee or the 
benefit of sea-bathing, had often been 
of great service to him. But notwith- 
standing all that could be done, he 
grew old faster than his years would 
account for, being now only in his fifty- 
seventh year; so that when a design 


was formed of making him a Bishop, 


he felt himself by no means inc 

to undertake the charge of so weighty 
an office ; and it was net till after 
much reasoning with himself, that he 
was prevailed to accept it, 

do not remember, that I ever took 
upon me, while this affair was de- 
pending, to throw in one word of ad- 
vice, for it or against it; but rather 
that I left all things to work, 4s Pro- 





* The letter is dated May 20, 1788. 
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vidence should direct.* It was a sin- 
cere affliction to me, when I attended 
him at Norwich, to see how his limbs 
began to failhim. ‘The palace there 
is entered by a large flight of steps ; 
on which he observed one day, “ Alas! 
{ am come to these steps, at a time of 
life, when I can neither go up them 
nor down them with safety.” How- 
ever he resisted his infirmities with a 
degree.of resolution. He accustom- 
ed himself to walk early in the garden 
by my persuasion ; and assented to it, 
in his pleasant way, with these words : 
* Mr. William, (for so it had been 
his custom to call me for many years, ) 
“ T have heard you say, that the air 
of the morning is a dram to the mind: 
I will. rise to-morrow and take a 
dram.”’ . That the faculties of his 
mind did not fail, in the way it was 
imagined, so lung as he remained at 
Norwich, I could show by the con- 
tents of the last letter he wrote te me, 
within a few weeks of his death; in 
which there is the same humour and 
spirit as had distinguished him in the 
prime of his life. That he was not 
subject to fits of weakness in his mind, 
I do not say: he could not persevere 
in a train of thought, as he used to do, 
but applied himself by short intervals, 
as his ability would permit; and in 
that way he could execute more than 
we should have expected from him, 
under his bodily infirmities. From 
two visits to Bath, he had received 
sensible benefit, and was meditating 
a third, when [ left him in the autumn 
of 1791, which he had been requested 





. * Very soon. after the nomination of 
Dean Horne to the See of Norwich, a cler- 
gyman of that city, calling upon a cler- 
gyman of the city of London, said to him, 
** Report tells us, that the Dean of.Can- 
terbury is to be our Bishop.” ‘“ Yes,” 
said the London clergyman, “so I hear, 
and [ am pilad of it, for he will make a 
truly Christian Bishop.”—* Indeed !” re- 
plied the other: “well, I do nct know 
him inyself, being a Cambridgeman; but 
it is currently reported at Norwich, that 
he is a Methodist."—The same clergy- 
man, when he became acquainted with his 
Bishop, was much delighted with him; 
and afterwards lamented his death as a 
great loss, to the Christian Church in ge- 
neral, and to the Diocess of Norwich iit 
Particular. 
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not to defer too long. At my depar- 
ture from Norwich, he carried me in 
his coach about ten miles; and we 
conversed by the way on the subject 
of his Charge, of which his mind was 
ful!, and which he was then beginning 
to print. When [ had made him a 
promise to rheet him during his next 
visit at Bath, he set me down at Lod- 
den, and 1 betook myself to my 
horses. That monient will for ever 
dwell, like a black spot, upon the mind, 
in which we had the last sight of a 
beloved friend. After this parting, t 
never saw him more. His company 
Ican now seek only in his writings : 
which are almost my daily delight. 
His journey to Bath, contrary to the 
persuasion of his friends, was defer- 
red too long. Yet he had still such 
remaining vigour in his mind, that he 
did not ititend to make his visit t6 
Bath an idle one; but selected from 
his manuscript Sermons a sufficient 
nuinber to compose a volume, and 
took them with hini, intending to em- 
ploy a printer at Bath upon them. 
To this he was partly encouraged by 
an observation his good and affection- 
ate lady had made upon him, from 
the experience oi several years, that 
he never seemed to be so well as when 
he had printers about him; of which 
she had even then seen a striking ex- 
ample at Norwich. But, alas! while he 
was upon the road, he suffered a para- 
lytic stroke, and, though very ill, fin- 
ished his journey. Mrs. Horne after 
this wrote me a letter, full of hope, 
that, as the Bishop could walk to the 
pump-room daily, he would still re- 
cover! in consequence of which, I 
went with some cottrage to London, 
intending to go on from thence to 
Bath ; but was informed, as soon as I 
arrived in town, that he was not ex- 
pected to continue many days: and 
the next day brought us the melan- 
choly news of his death. 

My worthy friend and pleasant con 
panion, the Rev. Charles Millard, his 
chaplain, was with him at Bath, and 
was witness to many affecting pas- 
sages which happened toward his lat- 
terend. Bad as he was, if Mrs. Horne 
entered the rooni, he spoke to her 
with his usual cheerfulmess; although 
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a stupor commonly oppressed hiin, 
under which his mind wandered, and 
his speech was confused: but from 
what could be understood, his thoughts 
were always at work upon some hea- 
venly subject. When it was proposed 
that the Holy Communion should be 
administered to him by his chaplain, 
“ By all means,” said he, “ you can- 
not do a better thing.” In this ser- 
vice he joined with great devotion, 
and when it was ended, “ Now,” said 
he, “I am blessed indeed !’* 

On the Friday, before his death, 
while his housekeeper was in waiting 
by his bed-side, he asked her, on what 
day of the week the seventeenth day 
of the month would fall? She an- 
swered, on Tuesday. ‘“ Make a note 
of that,” said he, “ in a book :” which, 
to satisfy him, she pretended to do. 
This prdved to be the day on which 
he died—as quietly as he had lived. 
From this occurrence, a rumour got 
abroad, as if he had received some 
forewarning of the time of his death. 
To this 1 can say nothing; but I can 
think, without any danger of being 
mistaken, that if ever there wasa@ man 
in these latter,days, who was worthy 
to receive from above any unusual 
testimony due to superior piety, he 
was that man. 
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The affliction of his family was 
much relieved at this tite by the 
friendly and charitable visits of the 
celebrated Mrs. Hannah Mores who 
was then at Bath, and well knew how 
much was due to the memory of the 
departed Bishop. 

One of his Lordship’s chaplains at- 
tended him to his grave, and then re- 
turned in sorrowto Norwich: his other 
chaplain paid the tribute due to his 
memory in a plain monumental in- 
scription. Both of them can unite in 
declaring, as they do with pleasure, 
that the loss to the diocess of Nor- 
wich, and to themselves in particular, 
hath been repaired far beyond their 
expettations, in the person of their 
present Diocesan, the respectable 
and amiable successor of Dr. Horne. 
May his days be as long and as hap- 
py, in his present situation, as those 
of his predecessor were few and 
évil ! 

The inscription is upon the tomb 
where he was buried, in the church- 
yard at Eltham, in Kent, the resi- 
dence of bis father-in-law, Mr. Bur- 
ton; and the same is repeated upon a 
Tablet of Marble affixed to a pillar on 
the north side of thé choir of the Ca- 
thedral Church, at Norwich ; of whicit 
the following is a copy: 


_ Sacred to the Memory of 
The Right Reverend Grorce Horne, D. D. 
Many Years President of Magdalen College, in Oxfoxd, 
Dean of Canterbury, 
And late Bishop of this Diocess: 
In whose Character 
Depth of Learning, Brightness of Imagination, 
Sanctity of Manners, and Sweetness of Temper 
Were united beyond the usual Lot of Mortality. 
With his Discourses from the Pulpit, his Hearers, 
Whiether of the University, the City, or the Country Parish, 
Were edified and delighted. 
His Commentary on the Psalms will continue to be 
A Companion to the Closet, 
Till the Devotion of Earth shall end in the Hallelujahs of Heaven. 
His soul, having patiently suffered under such Infirmities, 
As seemed not due to his Years, 7 
Took its flight from this Vale of Misery, 
To the unspeakable Loss of the Church of England, 
And his surviving Friends and Admirers, 
January 17, 1792, in the 62d Year of his Age. 


Thus have ¥ brought this good man 
to his end, through the labours and 


* The letter of Mrs. Elizabeth Salmon, 
describing this scene, is well worth read- 
ing. :; 





studies of his life ; in all which his 
example may be attended with some 
happy effect on those who shall make 
themselves acquainted with his his- 
tory. In writing it I have not per- 
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mitted myself to consider, what sup- 
pressions or alteratiens would have 
xendered it more agreeable to some 
people into whose hands it may fall. 
As truth will generally succeed best 
in the end, I have made the story 
such as I found it. Lhave concealed 
nothing out of fear; I have added 
wothing out of malice ; and must now 
commit what I have written to that 
variety of judgment, which all my 
other writings have met with. 

All good men are walking by the 
same way to the sameend. If there 
are any individuals, who, by the shin- 
ing of their light, render the path 
more plain and pleasant, let us agree 
to make the most we can of them, 
and be followers of them, who through 
faith and patience inherit the pro- 
mises. 

—— 


On the Corruption of Human Na- 
ture—extracted from Apostolical 
Preaching considered, in un Exa- 
mination of St. Paul’s Epistles, by 
the Rev. J. B. Sumner, M. A. 


Ir is the doctrine of St. Paul, that, 
through the sin of Adam, man is born 
with a corrupt heart, prone to sin, 
averse from oii, and unable of 
himself to please God. This truth, 
however humiliating and ungrateful, 
the Apostle does not allow to be for- 
gotten, even by those that are renew- 
ed; but keeps them perpetually re- 
minded of their natural depravity, 
their actual transgressions, and of the 
wnsoundness of “the little fruit they 
have in holiness ;” so that throughout 
the whole of their probation they 
may bear in mind, that Christ’s death 
alone placed them in a state of justi- 
fication, and that their sanctification 
is only to be ascribed to the influence 
of the Holy Spirit. 

To leave, therefore, out of sight 
the corruption of human nature, is to 
set aside the basis which St. Paul has 
laid to the whole system of the Gos- 
pel 5 in which our Church too has 

ollowed the example of the great 
Apostle, placing the declaration of 
®an’s natural corruption as the first 
of ber doctrinal articles. To relin- 
quish this, is to relinquish the strong- 
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est hold possessed by the preacher 
over the feelings and consciences of 
his hearers. It is to give up a truth 
which is declared by the world with- 
out, and receives a concurrent testi- 
mony from the experience of the heart 
within. The cause of the degeneracy is 
known from revelation, and could not 
have been otherwise explained ; but 
the fact is familiar to all; it meets 
our eyes abroad, and is felt by our 
souls at home; and requires only to 
be stated, to produce practical convic- 
tion. It is this which accounts to the 
Christian philosopher for the anoma- 
lous appearance which the humen 
mind presents; for the infirmity of 
purpose which even its loftiest designs 
betray ; for the inconsistent mixture 
of low desires with noble enter- 
prise ; for the union of meanness with 
greatness; of much that is abject, 
with much that is august in the same 
character: bearing evidence alike to 
the high original, and the grievous fall 
which the Scriptures record, and thus 
give an additional proof of their au- 
thenticity, by explaining the mystery 
which is otherwise inexplicable, 
This, too, accounts for the lament- 
able truth, which leaves the mere ob- 
server of past and passing events in 
such deep perplexity, that the human 
race, whilst it seems to be making con- 
tinual progress towards perfection, is 
still kept at an immeasurable distance 
from it; that, in the extensive con- 
cerns of nations, “ wars and fight- 
ings,” notwithstanding our experience 
ef the misery they occasion, and the 
unsatisfactoriness of their most fortu- 
nate results, still find perpetual fuel 
in the lust of ambition and restless- 
ness of the human mind: that if we 
turn to the conduct of individuals, in 
spite of warning and example, im- 
prudence and excess extensively pre- 
vail; and the same errors are com- 
mitted as to the nature of real énjoy- 
ment, and the means by which it is 
pursued, which have been lamented 
by former generations ; and that it is 
impossible for the rational observer, 
notwithstanding the improvements in 
science, and philosophy, and the arts, 
to look forward to any probable termi- 
nation, or diminution of those more! 
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delinquencies which have blackened, in 
all ages, the records of the humanrace. 
The preacher, therefore, who fol- 
lows the statement of St. Paul, on the 
subject of natural corruption, has all 
history and experience on his side ; and 
will alone be able to trace to their real 
source those inconsistencies which the 
best of his hearers will be most for- 
ward to acknowledge in their own 
hearts. ‘To bring mankind to a sense 
of their personal guilt and humilia- 
tion, was the first step of the Apostle, 
ia ‘the most systematical of all his 
writings ; so it must be the first object 
of every preacher, to point out the 
existence of the disease, in order to 
check its growth ; to ape the neces- 
sity of the remedy, that men may. be 
willing to receive it; to teach them 
the value of their Saviour, by show- 
ing that they are lost without him. 
“They that are whole need not a 
physician, but they that are sick.” 
St. Paul does not precisely state 
the extent or degree of human cor- 


. ruption. That it had brought all men, 


from Adam, under sin and condemna- 
tion, he distinctly proves ; and ne less 
clearly asserts, that an evil aye ar 
is always lurking in the flesh, which 
can only be successfully opposed by 
the influence of the Holy Spirit. This 
was the practical truth, enough for 
man to know: he has a constant pro- 
pensity to sin, and, therefore, must be 
subject to punishment; he cannot live 
a holy life, and, therefore, cannot me- 
ritreward. This too, every man who 
will examine himself, must intimately 
feel, and can subscribe to without hy- 
pocrisy. It is far better to strike the 
mark, than to shoot beyond it ; for if 
a man’s conscience does not answer to 
the condemnation of the preacher, if 
he cannot find himself to be so deeply 
wicked as he is represented, there is 
danger of his imagining that he is bet- 
ter than he is expected to be. For all 
practical purposes it is sufficient to de- 
clare that “ the condition of man af- 
ter the fall of Adam is such, that he 
cannot turn and prepare himself by his 
own natural strength and good works 
to faith, and calling upon God.”* 
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Where, therefore, the Apostle has 
left this subject, the modern preacher 
may be well contented to leave it, in 
his public instructions. St. Paul is 
better authority than even the Homi, 
lies, excellent as they usually are : 
and their language on this point has 
no counterpart in his writings. Ido 
not find him declare the consequence 
of the fall in terms like these: “ Man, 
instead of the image of God, was now 
become the image of the devil: in- 
stead of the citizen of heaven, he was 
become the bond-slave of hell, having 
in himself no one part of his former 
purity and cleanness, but being alto- 
gether spotted and defiled, insomuch 
that now he seemed to be nothing else 
but a lump of sin”* “ Man is of his 
own nature fleshly and corrupt, &c. 
without any spark of goodness in him, 
only given to evil thoughts and evi! 
deeds.”7 

I cannot think that there would be 
any real disagreement on this point 
between those who yield to Scriptural 
authority, if they would first examine 
and define the meaning they affix to 
the terms they employ. 

That the proper motive to a virtu- 
ous life is the desire of pleasing and 
obeying God, and that this desire can- 
not become the ruling motive without 
the preventing and accompanying in+ 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, is incon- 
trovertibly declared, and universal- 
ly implied throughout the Gospel. 
Many persons, therefore, maintain 
that human nature is éoldlly corrupt, 
because it is, without grace, not only 
incapable of this evangelical obedi- 
ence, but averse to it. Admit this de- 
Jinition of total corruption, and there 
can be no farther dispute. . 

Others, however, maintain that the 
character of total corruption cannot 
justly be applied to a being who is 
confessedly capable of the benevolent 
affections, and of humane, compas- 
sionate feelings towards his fellow- 
creatures; and disposed naturally and 
unavoidably to approve some actions 
under the peculiar view of their be- 
ing virtuous and of good desert; and 
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* Homily on the Nativity, 
t Homily on Whit-Synday. 
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to disapprove others, as vicious and of 
ill desert; and having in itsome ele- 
ments not indisposed for certain acts 
of virtue. 

This opinion appears to me most 
consistent : and I believe that on this 
moral part of the rational, i. e. of the 
natural faculties, the free agency and 
responsibility of man depends. 

‘Phe assertion of St. Paul, which is 
commonly adduced on the other side, 
* T know that in me (that is, in my 
flesh) dwelleth no good thing;” lite- 
rally, good dwelleth not, wx dix 
ayeSey: cannot go so far as to deny 
that human natpre has “a spark of 
goodness” in it: inasmuch as the Apos- 
tle in the same verse gllujles to one, 
when he proceeds to say, “ ta will is 
present with me; but how to perform 
that which is good I find not, For 
the good that | would, 1 donot; but 
the evil J would not, that Ido. For 
{ delight in the law of God after the 
inward man; but J see another law 
in my members warring against the 
law of my mind.” Nor does it ma- 
terially affect the argument, whether 
St. Paul is here speaking of the re- 
newed or unrenewed man; since the 
same complaint was uttered beyond 
the sphere of spiritual advantages, 
video meliora, proboque; deteriora 
sequor. 

Wath the inward man then, i. e. 
with the soul or rational faculties, 
and with the wil? resulting from their 
proper exercise, grace co-operates, 
without which the will could produce 
no good effect, “ fruitless!y warring 
against the law of sin which is in the 
members.” 

This opinion cannot be more clearly 
exemplified than by the parable of the 
Prodigal; who is represented, “ when 
he came to himself,” that js, when his 
reason led lim to reflect on the conse- 
quences to which he had been re- 
duced by guilt and fclly, as exclaim- 
ing, “ I will ariseand go to my father, 
and will say unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heayen and before thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called 
thy son.” The assistance which these 
first motions of the will arising from 
the sincere use of the understanding, 
instantly and continually recetye, and 


by which alone they become effectual, 
is beautifully described inthe following 
verse: “And when he was yet a great 
way of, his father saw him, and had 
vi i and ran, and fell on his 
nevk, and kissed him.” 

The parables of the talents, and of 
the sower, some of whose seed fell on 
food groujd, seem to me strongly to 
corroborate this doctrine, and to be 
quite irreconcilable with any other. 
Wor can | interpret, or indeed under- 
stand in any other way ihe Apostle’s 
illustration, Heb. vi. 7,8. “ Four the 
earth which drinketh in the rain that 
cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth 
herbs meet for them by whom it is 
dressed, receiveth blessing from God : 
but that which beareth thorns and 
briers is rejected, and is nigh unto 
cursing ; whose end is to be burned.” 
In this passage, the earth, or soul, and 
the rain, oy grace, are treated as dis- 
tinct and separate, 

I conclude by observing the incon- 
sistency which inevitably entangles 
the «haga of the opposite princi- 
ple. For example: “ Man’s will, 
since the fall, hath of itself no ability 
toany spiritual act; every good motion 
of it must come from the grace of God 
preventing, accompanying, following 
it. There is not, therefore, in the 
will of the natpral man any. active 
power to work his own conversion, 
There are yet certain outward acts, 
pre-required ; as, to go tothe church, 
to sit reverently, to hear: in these 
we have freedom of will either way.” 
—Hall, Via Media, quoted from Sy- 
nod. Dord. Suifrag. Theolog. Brit. ad 
artic. quartum. —Now, these acts, to 
go to church, to sit reverently, to 
hear, must be either good or bad, or 
absolutely indifferent in themselves, 
But it will not be argued that they 
are bad; neither can they be indiffer- 
ent, or they would not be pre-requir- 
ed: they must partake of good, there- 
fore; whence it follows that human 
nature canrot be entirely corrupt, 
even from the principles of those who 
assert it; and that it is, in a mode 
which we cannot explain, and in a dee 
gree which we do not pretend to de- 
fine, an agent in its own improvement 
and renovation, 
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After all, the question as to any 
practical consequence is merely a ques- 
tion of words. Both sides acknow- 
ledge that an action not performed on 
u right principle, if the agent has the 
means of knowing the right principle, 
is unacceptable to God. ‘The only 
question is, whether the action is 
therefore justly termed bad, and the 
agent totally corrupt; and it seems to 
me that those who insist an this have 
a hard battle to fight, when-confront- 
ed with common sense. 

‘The strong and unqualified lan- 
guage of the Homilies relative to the 
corruption of human nature, which 
is neither copied from Scripture, nor 
sanctioned by experience, is imitated 
by many pious persons whose scru- 
ples I greatly respect, under the no- 
tion that the mercy of Christ cannot 
be sufficiently extolled unless man is 
stunk to the lowest abyss; or the help- 
lessness of mankind sufficiently de- 
clared, except by confounding them 
with the beasts that perish. But it 
is not necessary, or Wise, or apostoli- 
cal, to sacrifice one point in order to 
gain another. Besides, “ corrupt men 
will be proud of a possession, how 
much soever it may be acknowledged 
a divine gift ; as the Corinthians made 
the spiritual gifts bestowed for the 
use of the Church an occasion of pride 
and division.”* 

The object of all preaching should 
be edification. That object is best 
affected, when the voice of the 
preacher strikes home to the con- 
science of the hearer. Now, a con- 
gregation must consist of two classes, 
in whatever proportion they may be 
mixed: one made up of those, who, 
having never embraced the Gospel as 
the hope of their salvation, are wan- 
dering at a greater or less distance 
from its doctrines and precepts; the 
other of those, who, having person- 
ally ratified the covenant of their bap- 
tism, have advanced by different de- 
grees of progress in the road which 
Christ has set before them. ‘The lat- 
ter class, it is plain, can receive litile 
benefit from the description of a state 
in which they are not, and perhaps ne- 


ae 
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ver have been. It must be addressed 
to the former. 

Yet it is very possible that these 
persons, reflecting avith themselves 
ever so sincerely, may not recognise 
the strong portrait drawn by the 
preacher of their natural corruption. 
To the title of Christians, undoubt- 
edly, they have at present only an he- 
reditary claim: but they are conscious 
of amiable affections; they are not 
strangers to the emotions or the acts 
of charity; perhaps they cannot 
charge themselves with any gross or 
habitual sins: and the circumstance 
of their being in the Church, is, of it- 
self, a presumptive proof that they 
have not renounced their allegiance 
to their Creator, or their hope in 
Christ, however unreasonably enter- 
tained. Such persons should be con- 
sidered as standing at the gate, and 
requiring to be led onward into the 
temple, with firmness certainly, and 
with no compromise of the truth, but 
still with atender hand. Of this cha- 
racter was the scribe who came to 
Jesus, and acknowledged, that to 
“ love God with all the heart, and 
with all the understanding, and with 
all the soul, and with all the strength, 
and to love his neighbour as himself, 
is more than all whole burnt-offerings 
and sacrifices.” Mark xii.33.* This 
man was no convert, and came with 
no friendly feelings tewards our Lord : 
yet does he not deter him by repul- 
sive language, but says, in the most 
conciliating tone, “ Thou art not far 
from the kingdom of God.” 

Again, when a certain ruler came 
to Jesus, “ asking him, Good Master, 
what shall I do, that I may inherit 
eternal life?” and replies to our Sa- 
viour’s first answer, that he had “ ob- 
served all the commandments from 
his youth up;” Christ does not at 
once alarm him by declaring that all 
his obedience was of no value; nor 
justify us in thinking that his regular 
life, as far as it went, had not been 
more acceptable to God than the con- 
trary conduct would have been; but 
rather, “ beholding him, loved him: 
and said, One thing thou lackest: go 





* Owen on the Spirit. 
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* Compare Matthew xxii. 35. 
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thy way, sell whatsoever thon hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven: and cunie, 
lake, up the cress, and follow me.” 
Mark x. 21. 

In imitation of this divine exam- 
ple, St. Paul uniformly assumes the 
tone and language of conciliation. 
“ King Agrippa, believest thou the 
prophets’? / snow that thou believ- 
est.” And then taking advantage of 
the concession, “ Almost thou per- 
suadest me to be a Cliristian,” he pro- 
ceeds, “I would to God that not only 
thou, but also all that hear me this 
day, were not only almost, but alto- 
gether such as J am!” Acts xxvi. 25, 
Neither does he employ himself in 
violent invectives upon nature in ge- 
neral; leaving it alwavs understood, 
that it is corrupt, and must be renew- 
ed: but his strong language is di- 
rected against specific sins, and that 
open unrighteousness of the heathen 
world against which the wrath of Ged 
was revealed. 

It is fur the imitation of conduct 
bearing such high authority that I 
plead. Against actual sin, let the 
preacher enforce the condemnation 
with which the Scriptures abound, and 
unequivocally affirm that “they which 
do such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God: but let him not 
confound weakness of faith with no- 
iorious profligacy; let him not* con- 
demn the social and natural affec- 
iions, but lead them to a higher ob- 
ject; let him net reprobate charity 
as if it were a vice, but show that 
“ there is one thing which it lacketh,” 
without which it is not acceptable to 
God. 

It is sometimes considered as a 
proof of the advantage to be obtained 
from the habit which I am here pre- 
suming to discourage, that such 
preaching generally proves attractive 
to the lower classes. This, however, 
may be accounted for, without fur- 
nishing any justification of the prac- 
iice. For, first, the lower classes, 
unless they are truly religious, usu- 
aily avé gross sinners, and, therefore, 
are neither surprised nor shocked at 
being supposed so themselves, and at 
the same time feel a sort of pleasure 
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which need not be encouraged, when 
they hear their superiors brought 
down to the same level: and, second- 
ly, it seems to furnish them with a 
sort of excuse for their sins, to find 
that they are so universal, and so 
much to be expected of human na- 
ture. 

The considerate minister will not 
court such dzngerous applause: there 
is no edification communicated by ex- 
citing feelings of disgust gn one side, 
and of malignant exultation on the 
other. ‘St. Paul was aware that it 
was safer to persuade than to repel ; 
and knew that even the passions and 
prejudices of the mind may become 
powerful auxiliaries to the work of 
grace, when rightly touched and skils 
fully directed. Even at Athens, shocks 
ed.as he must have been at the pro- 
fanation of sacred worship and igno- 
rance of the Almighty Creator, by 
which he was surrounted, he does 
not break out into passionate excla- 
mations against the impurity and 
senselessness of heathen idolatry, but 
takes advantage of a circumstance in 
that very idelatry, to bring over the 
minds of the people to the truth he 
came to deliver. Let no minister 
think it a proof of suceess, or of faith- 
fulness to the Gospel, that he retains 
one class of his congregation, and dis+ 
gusts the other; but rather, if such 
should unhappily be the case, let him 
examine his conduct with scrupulous 
anxiety, lest some imprudence even 
in the declaration of truth; some want 
of conciliation in his performance of 
the commission intrusted to him, may 
have deprived him of that blessed re- 
flection ard highest consolation, ‘ I 
take you tv record this day, [ am pure 
from the blood of all men.” Acts xx. 

The spirit of these remarks is ap- 
plicable to other doctrines. Many 
preachers take to themselves the sa- 
tisfaction expressed by St. Paul, that 
he “had not shunned to declare the 
whole counsel of God,” whose man- 
ner of declaring it bears very little 
resemblance to that of the Apostle. 
But this subject seetned particularly 
to require them. There is no more 


common occasion of divisions in @ 
congregation, than the indiscriminate 
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severity with which those are some- 
times arraigned, who do not answer 
the preachey’s idea of entire regene- 
yacy: nor any more frequent or spe- 
ctous error, than the notion that 
enough cannot be given to Christ or 
to grace, unless the corruption of hu- 
man nature be expressed in the strong- 
est terms. 

That this notion is favoured by the 
language of the early reformers, can 
neither he denied nor wandered at. 
They wrote against the corruptions 
of a Church, in which Pelagian prin- 
ciples were not only tolerated, but re- 
ceived and acted upon. ‘Their oppo- 
nents maintained the doctrines of 
merit aud works, of supererogation, 
They generally, therefere, argued in 
the spirit of Luther, who says, in his 
reply to Erasmus, “If we believe 
that Christ has redeemed us by his 
blood, we are compelled to confess 
that man was completely in a state of 
perdition, otherwise we make Christ 
of none effect; or if we do admit his 
efficiency, still we allow him to be the 
Redeemer of only a very bad part of 
human nature, and maintain that there 
isa better part which stands in need 
of no redemption.” 

Without attempting to define the 
limit of human corruption, or to point 
vut the extent of natural power, we 
may safely affirm it to be no just in- 
ference, that because salvation is not 
of works, therefore man “ is only 
given to evil thoughts and eyil deeds ;” 
or, because he is “ very far gone from 
original righteousness,” therefore * he 
is become the image of Satan,” Nei- 
ther does it follow that “ any man 
should boast,” even if it be conceded 
that there is a “ better part of human 
nature.” For, after all, “what hast 
thou, O man, that thou hast not re- 
ceived?” Suppose it allowed, that 
man is born with any good principle, 
any relic of the ruins of his original 
righteousness, he is not’the author of 
this principle in himself, any more 
than of his own being: it came to 
him, together with * every good and 
perfect gift,” from the * God and Fa- 
ther of lights :” and the real subject 
of inquiry is, not what man has by 
nature, but what God has left him, 
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after the fall. This reflection ought 
to mitigate the jealousy which is often 
felt, of leaving any crevice to admit 
human pride. Adam in Paradise was 
perfect; but he owed that perfection 
to his Creator: and the only doubt is, 
whether, after he had sinned, God 
entirely deprived him of his “ own 
image,” and of all the graces and ex- 
cellencies with which he had been 
endowed; or whether he left some 
memorial of his high original still re- 
maining, some traces of the glory in 
which he had been created, and from 
whick he uuad fallen by transgression, 
still undefaced: whether any seed of 
virtue yet existed alive within him, 
after the soil had beome unkindly, 
and the climate unfavourable to its 
vegetation. | 

‘There is no doubt, indeed, which is 
the weaker side of the human heart: 
it is too much inclined to trust to it- 
self, and be proud of its own powers ; 
and requires to be continually remind- 
ed of what Scripture and experience 
equally prove—its natural enmity 
against spiritual things. But the just- 
est argument may lose its force, when 
it is carried too far, or urged without 
discretion. Mankind, after the fall, 
were still the- work of God, and the 
object of the Redeemer’s love. 

It appears, upon the whole, that 
three rules ought to be observed, in 
order to treat this subject with ‘prac- 
tical advantage : first, that we should 
so preach the corruption of human 
nature, as to show our absolute de- 
pendence upon the atonement of Christ 
for salvation, and upon the Holy Spi- 
rit for sanctification; secondly, that 
we so preach it, as. to vindicate the 
ways of God to man, by proving that 
he offers a remedy co-extensive with 
the evil: thirdly, that we so preach 
it, as to make the hearer understand, 
that sin, however eongenial to the 
praved mind, is alike inconsistent with 
the original innocency of the human 
race, and with their final destination ; 
inasmuch as they have been * bought 
with a prige,” artd become the “ sons 
of God, and joint heirs with Christ,’ 
and are expected to “ be holy, even 
as he who hath called them is hes 


ly.” 
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Ad Dialogue between John Knox and Queen Mary of Scotiund. [No. 2. 


A Dialogue between Joun Knox, the 
Scotch Reformer, and Queen Mary 
of Scotland.——Extracted from 
M‘Crir’s Life of Knox. 


** T perceive,” said the Queen, “ that 
my subjectsshall obey you, and not me, 
and will do what they please, and not 
what 1 command ; he must I be 
subject to them, and not they to me.” 
“¢ God forbid !” answered Knox, “that 
ever I take upon me to command any 
to obey me, or to set subjects at liber- 
ty to do whatever pleases them. But 
yny travel is, that both princes and 
subjects may obey God, And think 
not madam, that wrong is done you, 
when youare required to be subject 
unto God; for itis he who subjects 
people under princes, and causes obe- 
dience to be given unto them. He 
craves of kings, that they be as foster- 
fathers to his church, and commands 
y ene to be nurses to his people. And 
this subjection, madam, unto Ged and 
his church, is the greatest dignity that 
flesh can get upon the face of the 
earth; for it shall raise them to ever- 
lasting glory.” 

* But you are not the church that 
I will nourish,” said the Queen: “I 
will defend the church of Rome; fer 
it is, I think, the true church of God.” 
“Your wil/, madam, is no reason; 
neither doth your thought make the 
Roman harlot to be the true and im- 
maculate spouse of Jesus Christ. 
Wonder not, madam, that I call Rome 
an harlot, for that church is altogether 
polluted with all kinds of spiritual for- 
nication, beth in doctrine and man- 
ners.” He added, that he was ready 
to prove that the Remish church had 
declined farther from the purity of 
religion taught by the apostles, than 
the Jewish church had degenerated 
from the ordinances which God gave 
them by Moses and Aaron, at the time 
when they denied aid crucified the Son 
of God. “My conscience is not so,” 
said the Queen. “Conscience, madam, 
requires knowledge ; and I fear that 
right knowledge you have none.” 
She said, she had both heard and 
read. “So madam, did the Jews who 
crucified Christ: they read the law 
and the prophets, and heard them in- 


terpreted after their manner. Have 
you heard any teach but such as thie 
pope and cardinals have allowed ¢ 
and you may be assured, that such wiil 
speak nothing to offend their own es- 
tate.” . 
“You interpret the scriptures in 
one way,” said the Queen evasively, 
“and they in another: whom shall | 
believe, and who shall be judge ©” 
* You shall believe God who plainly 
speaketh in his word,” replied the 
Reformer, “and farther than the 
word teacheth you, you shall believe 
neither the one or the other. The 
word of God is plain in itself; if there 
is any obscurity in one place, the Holy 
Ghost, who is never contrary to him- 
self, explains it more clearly in other 
places, so that there can remain no 
doubt, but unto such as are obstinate- 
ly ignorant.” Asan example, he se- 
lected one of the articles in contro- 
versy, that concerning the sacrament 
of the supper, and proceeded to show, 
that the popish doctrine of the sacrifice 
of the mass was destitute of all founda- 
tion in scripture. But the Queen, who 
was determined to avoid all discussion 
of the articles of her creed, interrupt- 
ed him, by saying, that she was une 
able to contend with him in argument, 
but if she had those present whom she 
had heard, they would answer him. 
“ Madam,” replied the Reformer fer- 
vently, “would to God that the 
learnedest papist in Europe, and he 
whom you would best believe, were 
present with your Grace to sustain the 
argument, and that you would wait 
patiently to hear the matter reasoned, 
to the end! for then, I doubt not, 
madam, but you would hear the vani- 
ty of the papistica! religion, and how 
little ground it hath in the word of 
God.” “ Well,” said she, * you may 
oe get that sooner than you 
elieve.” ‘“ Assuredly, if ever 1 get 
that in my life, I get it sooner than I 
believe ; for the ignorant papist can- 
not patiently reason, and the learned 
and crafty papist will never come, in 
your audience, madam, to have the 
ground of their religion searched out. 
When you shall let me see the con- 
irary, I shall grant myself to have 
been deceived in that point.” 
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The hour of dinner afforded an oc- 
casion for breaking off this singular 
conversation, Attaking leave of her 
Majesty, the Reformer said, “I pray 
God, madam, that you may be as 
blessed within the commonwealth of 
Scotland, as ever Deborah was in the 
commonwealth of Israel.””* 


f—_____ | -_____} 


New-York Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Society. 


Tue annual meeting of this Society 
took place in Trinity Church, New- 
York, on Tuesday, March 2, 1819; 
when the following Report was read. 


NINTH ANNUAL REPORT. 


Two hundred and sixteen Bibles, 
and six hundred and eighty-six Prayer 
Books have been gratuitously distri- 
buted within the past year. 

The following Report of the Trea- 
surer, rendered to the Board of Ma- 
nagers, will show the state of the 
funds. 

By a reference to the Treasurer’s 
accounts herewith presented, it will 
be seen, that the receipts for the last 
year, on account of the disposable 
fund of the Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Society, amount to $1310 19, 
and the expenditures to $ 1405 30, 
viz. 

For the purchase of stereotype 
plates for the Common Prayer 


Book - - - - $992 00 
For 216 Bibles, and 636 Prayer 


Books’ - - - - 411 80 
For advertising - - -* - 150 
$1405 30 


The balance of this account, $122 53, 
(which includes the balance of the last 
year’s account,) was borrowed from 
the permanent fund. ‘This the Trea- 
surer was enabled to do, by the re- 
ceipt of the last payment on the state 
7 per cent. loan, belonging to the So- 
ciety. He consequently did not avail 
himself of the authority given by the 
Board of Managers, to make a loan to 
pay the deficiency in the appropria- 
tion for the purchase of the stereotype 
plates. 





_—~——= 


* Knox, Historie, p. 287 —292. 


The receipts on account of the péer- 
manent fund of the Society, amount 
only to $175, of which sum $170 
were the balance due on the state 7 
per cent.loan. The state of that fund 
varies but little in amount from the 
last year, being composed of 
32 Shares in the Eagle Fire Com- 

pany,cost - - - $&§3667 60 
10 Shares in the Mutual Fire In- 

surance Company - - ~~ ~- 598 60 
Due from the account of disposa- 

ble fund ° - $122 33 . 
Cash «+. -+ + 196 19.968 65 


$4514 85 


The sum to be disposed of the en- 
suing year, may be calculated 
atabout - - -«- - $285 00 
Arising from divi- 
dends of stock $333 
Annual contrib. 100—% 433 00 
Due the permanent 
fund 122 53 
Contingentexp. 25 00-147 53 | 
———-§ 285 47 


_ 


em 
GULIAN LUDLOW, Treasurer. 
New-York, Feb. 1, 1819. 


The Managers have prepared 4 Cir: 
cular, addressed to the members of 
our Church in this city, soliciting fur- 
ther patronage to the Society; and 
another to the several clergynien and 
vacant parishes in the diocess, sug- 
gesting the formation of Auxiliary 
Societies. The encouragement held 
out to our members, and to Societies, 
by the cheapness of our 8vo: Prayer 
Book, we hope will insure to thesé 
efforts considerable success. We 
trust it will please the Divine Head 
of the Church, to excite among us a 
spirit of pious and zealous liberality, 
more proportioned than what has yet 
appeared, to our religious privileges, 
and in greater conformity with the 
dictates of gratitude and love to God, 
of regard for the Redeemer’s Church, 
and of solicitude for the temporal and 
eternal good of men. i 

We are gratified at the additional 
evidence the past year has afforded to 
the Church, of the fidelity of her 
members, in aiding her in the dissémi- 
nation of Christian truth and prae- 
tice. Instances have come to out 
knowledge, in the formation of “* The 
Connecticut Protestant Episcopal So- 
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ciety for the Promotion of Christian 
Knowledge ;” the “ Female Bible and 


Common Prayer Book Society of St. 


Andrew’s Church, Orange county ;” 
“ The Johnstown Auxiliary Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society ;” the 
“‘ Protestant Episcopal Sunday School 
Society of Philadelphia ;” the “ Com- 
mon Prayer Book Society of Penn- 
sylvania;”’ and the “ Female TractSo- 
ciety of Worthington and its vicinity.” 
it is, in the highest degree, grati- 
fying to see the members of the 
Church thus interested in extending 
the inestimable benefits designed by 
its establishment. Let us supplicate 
for these efforts the Divine direction 
and blessing; that they may be suc- 
cessful in spreading the pure and un- 
defiled religion of the Gospel ; in pro- 
moting the glory of ‘ God the Father, 
who made’ us, ‘and all the world— 
God the Son, who redeemed’ us, ‘ and 
all mankind—God the Holy Ghost, 
who eanctifieth’ us, ¢ and all the peo- 
ple of God; and in advancing the 
present and eternal welfare of the 
human race. Let us beseech him 
who honours men, by making them 
instruments in eflecting the designs 
of his providence and grace, to infuse 
into the hearts of his people a spirit 
of willing and zealous deyotion to 
his cause, manifested by consecrating 
to it the personal exertions for which 
circumstances may fit them; and es- 
ecially by contributing—they ‘ that’ 
oe ‘much, plentifully’—they ‘ that? 
have ‘ little, gladly of that little’—to 
the institutions of the Church design- 
ed to promote the glory of God, and 
the good of men. 
By order of the Board, 
Joun H. Hoparr, President. 
Bens. I. Onpervonk, Secretary. 
New-York, Feb. 24, 1819. 


The Report having been read and 
accepted, the following gentlemen 
were elected tv unite with the Bishop 
and Clergy of the city, as the Board 
of Managers for the ensuing year :— 
Matthew Clarkson, John Onderdonk, 
John Slidell, Henry Rogers, George 
Dominick, Gulian Ludlow, Isaac Ca- 
row, Richard Whiley, Henry M‘Far- 
Jan, Richard Platt. 


[No. ?; 


At a meeting of the Board of 
Managers, held on Friday, March 5, 
the Rey. Benj. T. Onderdonk was 
chosen Secretary, and Mr. Gulian 
Ludlow, Treasurer, 


p—— —_—_, —____ | 


The First Annual Report of the Ma. 
nagers of the Common Prayei 
Book Society of Pennsylvania. 


Tx conipliance with established cus- 
tom, the Managers of the “ Common 
Prayer Book Society of Pennsyiva- 
nia,” have thought it their duty to lay 
before the members an account of 
their proceedings during the first year 
of its operation. ‘The difficulties pe- 
culiar to an institution of this kind, 
which required many expensive pre- 
parations, have prevented them from 
effecting as much as they could have 
wished; yet they conceive enough has 
been done to convincé Episcopalians 
generally, that nothing else is want- 
ing than their liberal and continual 
support, to carry the design of the So- 
ciety into complete effect. 

Towards the close of the year 
1817, a number of persons met toge- 
ther to consuit upon a plan best cal- 
culated to bring about two important 
objects. First, to supply those either 
at home or abroad, who were indi- 
gent and unable to furnish themselves 
with the Bock of Common Prayer: 
And, secondly, to increase the num- 
ber of these books in our Churches 
and fagnilies. The Constitution which 
has been laid before the public, was 
framed with this view. Every sub- 
scriber was to become entitled to re- 
ceive each year, in return for his sub 
scription of two dollars, two octavg 
Prayer Books, which, at the price 
such volumes are sold for in our 
bookstores, were worth more than 
double the amount of the mgney paid. 
It was thought to be a reasonable cal- 
culation, that one third of the sub- 
scribers would never call for their 
books; but, in the event that every 
one of them should so call, there 
would still be a profit to the Society, 
enabling it to distribute a number 
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gratuitously. This calculation, how- 
ever, was made upon the presumption, 
that there would be a large number of 
subscribers ; for, in proportion to the 
number, the ability of the Society 
would be increased to extend its usé- 
fulness. 

Many of the best friends of the un- 
dertaking were only afraid lest the 
liberality of the plan would defeat 
the design, ‘The experiment had ne- 
ver been made of forming, a society 
for charitable exertion, which secured 
to its members an actual profit. Ex- 
perience has satisfied the board that 
the undertaking is feasible ; and from 
the details of this report, they hope it 


- will appear so to the other members 


of the Society. 

In the month of February last, the 
Managers contracted with Messrs. D. 
and G. Bruce, of New-York, for a 
set of stereotype plates; and in April 
following they were received, for 
which they paid the sum of nine hun- 
dred dollars. In the infapéy of the 
institution, it was not to be expected 
that the Managers could realize this 
sum from their own resources; and 
had they delayed all operation until 
they could have collected a sufficient 
amount to pay for these plates, it 
is probable the interest of the So- 
ciety would have suffered. They, 
therefore, made application to the 
Society for the advancement of Chris- 
tianity in Pennsylvania, for a loan of 
the sum necessary, and readily pro- 
cured it. The plates have been paid 
ior, an insurance effected upon them, 
and they are placed, for safe keeping, 
inthe care of Mr. William Fry. 

In the beginning of the month of 
May, the first edition of the Prayer 
Book, from the new plates, was print- 
ed. The metnbers of the Society 
have no doubt seen the book, and we 
trust have not been disappcinted in 
its appearance. 

Of the thousand copies that were 
published, the Managers, in order to 
realize something from the sale of 
books, towards paying off the debt, 
sold five hundred to Messrs. S. and 
P. Potter, booksellers of this city. 
The remaining five hundred, they 
have distributed as follows : 


Delivered to subscribers, 275 

Sent to the New Church in 
Leacock Township, Lancaster 
county, to the care of Daniel 


Bulkley, Esq. 24 
To the Toor of the Rev. Mr. 

Bosd, 24 
To the order of the Rev. Jack- 

son Keniper, 6 
To the order of John B. Wal- 

lace, Esq. 20 


Sent by the Missionary Society 
of Philadelphia, to the Rev. 


Mr. Searle, Ohio, 25 
To the Rev. Mr. Roache, Wilkes- 
barre, ‘ 8 


To the order of C. P. Wayne, G 
To the order of J. B. Wallace, 

Esq. 12 
To Joseph Maison, for the pur- 

pose of procuring subscribers 

at York, Pennsylvania, 36 
To the Rev. Mr. Clarkson, Lan- 

caster, forthe same purpose, 12 
To the order of the Rev. Mr. 

Boyd, 12 
To the order of C. P. Wayne, 

G andl 


Total, 467 

By the second article of the Con- 
stitution the subscribers were to be 
allowed a choice either to take two 
copies of the octavo book, or three of 
the 18mo. size ; such as has been pub- 
lished by the Common Prayer Book 
Society of New-York. Few, it is be- 
heved, would have chosen the smaller 
books if they had been on hand, but 
as yet the Managers have not pur- 
chased any, except one hundred, which 
Were véry much wanted for the Sun- 
day Schools. These have all been 
distributed among the schools, except 
two, which remain on hand. 

In printing the edition of octavo 
books, which has been published, the 
Board of Managers have ascertained 
that such a book can be afforded at 
the rate which the Constitution has 
determined that members shall be 
supplied» and that there will be a 
gain to the Society of about twenty 
per cent. At present this will not 
enable them to distribute many gra- 
tuitously ; but if the Society is sup- 
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ported as they hope it will be, and as 
its pious object deserves, in a short 
time there need be no demand for this 
book, within the influence of the So- 
ciety, unsatisfied. It is expected that 
in the beginning of this year, another 
edition will be published, and from 
that the future Board may begin to 
supply the demand of such other So- 
cieties or Associations as may apply. 
Jn anticipation of such applicativns, 
and of the ability of the Society to 
supply them, it has been thought ad- 
visabie to fix the price at which the 
Society will dispose of its books. The 
sooner this information is circulated, 
the sooner we may expect applica- 
tions. ‘The price tixed is eighty-se- 
ven cents, bound in the manner of 
those already distributed, or fifty cents 
in sheets. * 

In closing their Report, the Board 
of Managers would beg: leave to in- 
vite the attention of the members of 
our Church to this new and interest- 
ing Society. While in the exercise 
of Christian charity, we will unite 
with our brethren of other religious 
denominations in the great and pious 
work of distributing the Scriptures, 
let us also show a becoming zeal in 
the general circulation of the Book of 
Common Prayer, an object more im- 
mediately our own. The time is long 
since passed when our Scriptural and 
excellent Liturgy was regarded, by 
-hose who were unacquainted with its 
beauties, as tinctured with error, and 
defaced by unmeaning ceremonies. 
The lovers of truth, and friends of 
pure devotion, now confess that there 
is nothing in it to condemn, and much 
to approve. For this change in its 
favour, the Prayer Book is indebted 
to itself: it was abused before it was 





“+ 


* The New-York Bible and Common 
Prayer Book Society give their stereotype 
$vo. Prayer Book, bound, to members and 
Societies at Sl per copy. The metre 
Rsalms, and Hymns in this, are of the 
same sized type with the rest of the Book. 
in the Philadelphia edition, they are in a 
much smaller type, and are comprised in 
less than one third of the number of 
pages. This occasions the difference of 
the price. Ed. Christian Journal. 


known; and it only needs to be known 
to be more universally admired. It 
is a subject of congratulation, that 
wherever our Church has spread her- 
self, and her institutions are under- 
stood, prejudice has fled at her ap- 
proach, and the strong and mighty 
bands with which she once had to con- 
tend, have now laid aside their wea- 
pons of offence, and contributed to 
swell the list of her advocates and 
friends. Inthe enlargement of our 
Zion, the Prayer Book is essentially 
necessary. Let those who value her 
institutions, who wish to pursue and 
a ih her order, and who pray 
or her prosperity, in this, and in ever 
other way, “ seek to do her good.” 
WiutiumM Titrcnuman, President, 
Georce Boyp, Corresponding Sec’ry. 
The following gentlemen were 
elected officers for the present year, 
viz. 
Chief Justice Tilghman, President. 
Right Rev. Bishop White, Patron. 
Daniel Sinith, Charles N. Bancker, 

Dr. P. F. Glentworth, Vice-Presi- 

dents. 

Rev. George Boyd, Corresponding 

Secretary. 
Charles Wheeler, Recording Secre- 

lary. 

Richard S. Smith, Treasurer. 

Honorary Managers—Rev. Robert 
Blackwell, D. D. Rev. James Aber- 
crombie, D. D. Rev. Joseph Pilmore, 
D. D. Rev. Frederick Beasley, D. D. 
Rev. Joseph Turner, Rev. Joseph 
Clarkson, Rev. James Wiltbank, Rev! 
Jackson Kemper,Rev. Samuel H. Tur- 
ner, Rev. Richard D. Hall, Rev. Ja- 
cob M. Douglass, Rev. William A. 
Muhlenburg, Rev. Charles M. Dupuy, 
Rev. Spencer. 

Managers for life—John B. Wal- 
lace, William J. Bell. 

Elected Managers—Samuel Bon- 
nel, Benjamin Clarke, Joseph Coop. 
er, Dr. John R, Coxe, George L 
Eyre, James Y. Humphreys, Israel 
Kinsman, Hartmann Kuhn, Thomas 
F. Leaming, Daniel H. Miller, James 
Nixon, Stephen North, Edward Pen- 
nington, Samuel J. Robbins, Henry 
Simpson, Francis G. Smith, William 
H. Todd, Caleb P. Wayne. 
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THE DEATH OF LUTHER, 
1$th February, 1546, aged 65. 


From Alexander Bower's Life of Luther. 


Tuoven Luther continued in his origi- 
nal poverty, and had little ambition to in- 
terfere in affairs of business, his integrity 
and high character for judgment induced 
many persons to apply to him for advice. 
A dispute had for some time existed be- 
tween the counts of Mansfeld respecting 
the brass and silver mines at Eisleben, his 
native place. He had been prevailed on 
to undertake the difficult task of attempt- 
ing to compose these differences, and had 
actually made a jaurney thither, but with- 
out success. The parties now appearing 
more disposed to reconciliation, he was 
again induced, notwithstanding his in- 
firmity, to undertake a repetition of the 
journey. In doing this he complied with 
the wish both of the counts of Mansfeld 
and of the elector of Saxony, who had 
interested himself in the business. That 
Luther was in avery feeble state will ap- 
pear from the following extract of a letter 
to a friend, written on 17th January, 1546, 
only six days before he set out. “I write 
to you though old, decrepid, inactive, lan- 
ruid, and now possessed of only one eye. 
When drawing to the brink of the grave, 
I had hopes of obtaining a reasonable 
share of rest, but I continue to be over- 
powered with writing, preaching, and bu- 
siness, in the same manner as if I had not 
discharged my part in these duties in the 
early period of life.’ Razenberg had some 
time before prescribed the opening of an ts- 
sue in his left leg. This was found to afford 
him considerable relief, and to enable him 
to walk to Church and to the University 
to lecture. On going to Eisleben, how- 
ever, he neglected to take proper dress- 
ings with him, and, from the pressure cf 
business, unfortunately paid it little or no 
attention, a neglect which was evidently 
a cause of accelerating his death. 

Nothing could be more indicative of 
Luther’s ardour than the undertaking of 
a journey in the month of January, under 
such a pressure of bodily infirmities. ‘he 
river Issel having overflowed its banks, he 
was five days on the road. His compa- 
nions were his three sons, John, Martin, 
and Paul, and his steady friend, Justus 
Jonas. The counts of Mansfeld rode out, 
attended by a hundred horsemen, and fol- 
lowed by a crowd of adherents, to the re- 
formed doctrine, to meet the illustrious 
stranger. Soon after entering Eisleben, Lu- 
ther suffered an access of extreme debility, 
& circumstance not unusual with him on 
engaging jn a matter of deep interest. 

sut this attack was more serious than on 
former occasions. He recovered, how- 
ever, and seemed to enjoy the hospitality 
which his friends were anxious to show 
him. His time was past in an attention 
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to his customary hours of daily prayer, in 
the transaction of the business which had 
called him to Fisleben, and in cheerful 
and good humoured conversation. He 
partook twice of the Lord’s Supper, and 
preached three or four times before the 
progressive advance of his malady led to 
the exhaustion of his frame. After pass- 
ing nearly three weeks at Eisleben, his ill- 
ness was productive of a fatal termination. 
He expired, surrounded by friends, and 
under a full sense of the nature of his situa- 
tion. A letter, written by Jonas, to the 
elector of Saxony, a few hours after the 
occurrence of this melancholy event, gives 
a clear and faithful account of the cir- 
cumstances attending it. 

“It is with a sorrowful heart that I 
communicate the following information 
to your Highness. Although our venera- 
ble father in Christ, Doctor Martin Lu- 
ther, felt himself unwell before leaving 
Wittemberg, as also during his journey 
to this place, and complained of weak- 
ness on his arrival; he was, nevertheless, 
present at dinner and supper every day 
in which we were engaged in the business 
of the counts. His appetite was pretty 
good, and he used humourously to ob- 
serve, that in his native country they well 
knew what he ought to eat and drink. 
His rest at night also was such as could 
not be complained of. His two youngest 
sons, Martin and Paul, were accustomed, 
along with me and one or two men ser- 
vants, to sleep in his bed-room, accompa- 
nied sometimes by M. Michael Calius, a 
clergyman of Eisleben. As he had for 
some t:me been accustomed to have his 
bed warmed, we made it a rule to do this 
regularly before he retired to rest. Fve- 
ry night on taking leave of us, he was ac- 
customed to say, “ Pray to God that the 
cause of his Church may prosper, for the 
Council of Trent is vehemently enraged 
against it.” The physician who attended 
caused the medicines to which he had 
been accustomed to be brought from Wit- 
temberg; and his wife, of her own ace 
cord, sent some others. The affairs of 
the counts of Mansfeld continued to re- 
quire his attention every other day, or 
sometimes at an interval of two days. 
He was accustomed to transact business 
for one or two hours, along with Wolf- 
gang, prince of Anhalt, and John Henry, 
count Schwarzburg. But yesterday, Wed- 
nesday, the 17th of February, prince An- 
halt, count Schwarzburg, and the rest of 
us prevailed on him to remain in his stu- 
dy till midday, and to dono business. He 
walked through the rodm in bis undress, 
looked at times out of the window, and 
prayed earnestly. He was all along plea- 
sant and cheerful, but took occasion to 
say to Ceclius and me, “I was born and 
baptised at Eisleben, what if I should re- 
main and die here.” In the early part 
of the evening he began to complain of an 
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oppression at his breast, and had it rub- 
bed with a linen cloth. This afforded 
him some ease. A little after he said, “ It 
is not pleasant to me to be alone,” and 
repaired to supper in the parlour. He 
ate with appetite, was cheerful, and even 
jocular. He expounded several remarka- 
ble passages in Scripture, and said, once 
or twice in the course of conversation, 
“If I succeed in effecting concord be- 
tween the proprietors of my native 
country, I shall return home and rest in 
my grave.” 

“ After supper lie again complained of 
the oppression at his breast, and asked for 
a warm linen cloth. He would not allow 
us to send for medical assistance, and 
slept on a couch during two hours and a 
half. Ceelius, Drachsted, the master of 
ihe house, whom we éalled in along with 
his wife, the town clerk, the two sons, 
and myself, sat by him watching till half 
pasteleven. He then desired that liis bed 
might be warmed, which was dore with 
great care. i, his two sons, his servant 
Ambrose, whom he had brought from Wit- 
temberg, and other servatits, lay down in 
the same room; Calius was in the adjoin- 
ing room. At one in the morning he 
awoke Ambrvse and nie, and desired that 
one of the adjoining rooms might be 
warmed, which was done. He then said 
to me, **O Jonas, how ill lam; I feelan 
oppressive weight at my breast, and shall 
certainly die at Eisleben.” I answered, 
** God, our heavenly Father, will assist 
you by Christ, whom you have preached.” 
Meantime, Ambrose had made haste and 
led him, after he got up, into the adjoin- 
ing room. He got thither without any 
other assistance, and in passing the thresh- 
old he Said aloud, “ Into thy hands Lcom- 
mit my spirit.’ He then began to walk 
about, but ina short time asked for warm 
linen cloths. Meantime we had sent into 
the town for two physicians, who came im- 
mediately. Count Albert likewise being 
called, he came along with the countess, 
the latter bringing some cordials and 
other medicines. Luther now prayed, 
saying, “ O my heavenly Father, eternal 
and merciful God, thou hast revealed to 
tne thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. I 
have preached him, I have confessed him, 
I love him, and I worship him as my dear- 
est Saviour and Redeemer, hitn Whom the 
wicked persecute, accuse, and blaspheme.” 
He then repeated three times the words 
of the psalm, “ Into thy hands I commit 
my spirit—God of tiuth, thou hast re- 
deemed the.” Whilst the physicians and 
We applied medicines, he began to lose 
his voice, and to become Faint ; nor did he 
answer us, though We called aloud to him, 
end moved him. On the countess again 
giving him a little cordial, and the physi- 
cian requesting that he would attempt to 
give an answer, he said, in a feeble tone 
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of voice; to Celius and me, “ Yes” or 
““No,” according as the question seemed 
to require. When we said to him, 
“Dearest father, do you verily confess Je- 
sus Christ, thé Son of God, our Saviour 
and Redeemer,” he replied, “ Yes,” so as 
to be distinctly heard. Afterward his 
forehead and face began to get cold, and 
although we moved him, and called him by 
hame, he gave no answer, but, with his 
hands clasped, continued to breathe slowly 
until he expired, between two and three 
o'clock. John Henry, count Schwartz« 
burg, arrived early, and was present at his 
death. Though much affected by the 
loss of him who has been our teacher dur- 
ing twenty-five years, we have thought 
it proper to give your highness the ear- 
liest intimation of his death, that you may 
be pleased to give us directions concerns 
ing the funeral. We shall remain here 
until we receive them. We pray also that 
you may write to the count how to pro- 
ceed. He would like to retain the body 
in Luther’s native country, but he will 
obey the orders of your highness. We 
also beg your highness to write to his 
wife, to Mglancthon, Pomeranus, and Cru- 
ciger, because you know better how to do 
it than we. May God, our omnipotené 
Father, comfort you and us in our afflics 
tion. 
** Eisleben, Thursday, 18th Feb. 1546.” 


This affecting letter reached the elec- 
tor of Saxony on the day on which it was 
written. He immediately intimiated to 
the counts of Mansfeld how much he was 
affected by Luther’s death, and requested 
them to permit the body to be brought 
away, that it might be buried in the church 
of All Saints at Wittemberg. Jonas has 
git a minute account of the removal of 

he body and of the interment. 

The day after his death, 19th Februas 
ty, at two o’clock in the afternoon, the 
body was brought, with great solemnity, 
into the church of St. Andrew, the largest 
at Ejisleben. It was attended by the 
prince of Anhalt, the prince’s brothers, 
and many other noblemen, along with a 
numbet of ladies of rank, and an immense 
concourse of the lower orders. Jonas 

reached the funeral sermon from the 
ourth chapter of 1 Thessalonians, verse 
14th, “If we believe that Jesus died and: 
Tose again, even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus, will God bring with him.” When 
he had concluded, the congregation sepa 
rated, having left the body in the church 
under the care of ten citizens, who were 
to guard it during the night. On hearing 
that the body was to be carried to Wittem- 
berg, Michael Celius gave a discourse next 
morning, taking Ins text from Isaiah lvii. 
verse lst. ‘ The righteous perisheth, and 
no man layeth it to heart—none consider- 
ing that the righteous is taken away from 
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the evil to come. He shall enter into 
peace.” After mid-day, all the persons 
whom we have mentioned, accompanied 
the body from the church through the 
city, and beyond the gate. The country- 
men, assembled by the ringing of bells, 
came, with their wiyes and children, with 
tears in their eyes, to meet the melan- 
choly procession. .The body was brought 
to Hallie about five ia the afternoon, and 
was met at the gate by the senators and 
clergy. The streets of the city were so 
crowded by the multitude, that the pro- 
cession moved on with difficulty. The 
hour was too late for the delivery of a 
discourse, byt a psalm (the 130th) was 
given out, and sung in solemn harmony 
by the numerous assemblage. Early next 
morning, the senate, clergy, and scholars 
attended the departure of the body. On 
Monday, 22d, the funeral reached Wit- 
temberg, and was received at the gate by 
the senate, the members of the Univer- 
sity, and a numerous body of citizens. 
From the gate the procession moved, in 
solemn order, to the church, the prefect of 
Wittemberg, with the counts of Mansfeld, 
and their horsemen, leading the way. The 
body followed in a carriage, and Luther’s 
wife and family, accompanied by his bro- 
ther James, from Mansfeld, were imme- 
diately behind. Nextcame the Rector of 
the Univers'ty, and several sons of counts, 
princes, and barons, who were students at 
Wittemberg. Pontanus, Melancthon, Jo- 
nas, Pomeranus, Craciger, and other el- 
der ecclesiastics, now appeared, and were 
succeeded by the professors, the senators, 
the students, and the citizens. An im- 
mense crowd of the lower orders followed 
inthe rear. The body was deposited in 
the church, on the right of the pulpit. 
After the singing of hymns, Pomeranus 
ascended the pulpit, and delivered an ex- 
cellent discourse. When he had conclud- 
ed, Melancthon pronounced a funeral ora- 
tion, which, while it bore affecting marks 
of his personal sorrow, was intended to af- 
ford consolation to others, and to alleviate 
the grief of the Church. These melan- 
choly offices being performed, the body 
was committed to the grave by several 
members of the University. A stone was 
placed over the grave, with a plain in- 
scription, expressive merely of the name 
and age. A picture of Luther, and an epi- 
taph, were afterward affixed to the wall by 
order of the University. 
EPITAPH. 


Continet hic tumulus Martini membra 
Lutheri: 
Nosse sat hoc fuerat : sed tamen ista lege, 
— 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 
In M‘Crie’s life of Knox is the fol- 


lowing interesting statement -—“ On 





Knox’s Sentiments of Ordination, 


Al 
a day fixed for the purpose, Rough 


preached a sermon on the election of 
ministers, in which he declared the 
power which a congregation, however 
small, had over any one in whom they 
perceived gifts suited to the office, 
and how dangerous it was far such a 
person to reject the call of thoge who 
desired instruction. Sermon being 
ended, the preacher turned to Knox, 
who was present, and addressed him 
in these words: ‘ Brother, you shall 
not be offended, although I speak unto 
you that which I have in charge, even 
from all those that are here present, 
which is this: In the name of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ, and in 
the name of all that presently call you 
by my mouth, I charge you that you 
refuse not this holy vocation, but as you 
tender the glory of God, the increase 
ef Christ’s kingdom, the edification of 
your brethren, and the comfort of me, 
whom you understand well enough to 
be oppressed by the multitude of la- 
bours, that you take upon you the 
public office and charge of preaching, 
even as you look to avoid God’s heavy 
displeasure, and desire that he shall 
multiply his graces unto you.’ Then 
addressing himself to the congrega- 
tion, he said, ‘Was not this your 
charge unto me? and do ye not ap- 
prove this vocation?’ They all an- 
swered, ‘It was; and we approve it.’ 
Abashed and overwhelmed by this un- 
expected and solemn charge, Knox 
was unable to speak, but bursting into 
tears, retired from the assembly, and 
shut himselfup in hischamber. His 
countenance and behaviour from that 
day, tii} the day that he was compelled 
to present himself in the public place 
of preaching, did sufficiently declare 
the grief and trouble of his heart; 
for no man saw any sign of mirth 
from him, neither had he pleasure to 
accompany any man for many days 
together.” 

Shortly after the author remarks : 
“We are not, however, to imagine, 
that his distress of mind, and the re- 
Juctance which he discovered in com- 
plying with the call which he had 
now received, proceeded from consci- 
ousness of its invalidity, by ‘the de- 
fect of certain external formaljties 
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which had been usual in the Church, 
or which, in ordinary cases, might be 
observed with propriety, in the instal- 
lation of persons into sacred offices. 
These, as far as warranted by Scripture, 
or conducive to the preservation of de- 
cent order, he did not contemn: his 
judgment respecting them may be 
learned from the early practice of the 
Scottish reformed Church, in the or- 
ganization of which he had so active a 
share. In common with all the original 
reformers, he rejected the necessity of 
Episcopal ordination, as totally unau- 
thorized by the laws of Christ; nor 
did he regard the imposition of the 
hands of Presbyters as a rite essential 
to the validity of orders, or of neces- 
sary observance in all circumstances 
of the Church.” 

Again, “ I will not say that Knox 
paid no respect whatever to his early 
ordination in the Popish Church, (al- 
though, if we credit the testimony of 
his adversaries, this was his opinion ;) 
but [have little doubt that he looked 
upon the charge which he had received 
at St. Andrews, as principally consti- 
tuting his call to the ministry.” 

Tence it appears, that the founder of 
the Reformed Church of Scotland did 
not regard imposition of hands, even 
those of Presbyters, “ essential to the 
validity of orders.” He looked upon 
the charge which he received at St. An- 
drews,” (which is detailed in the first of 
the above extracts,) “ as principally 
constituting his calltothe ministry,” al- 
though he had received the imposition 
of hands in the Roman Church, the 
source of the ministry of all the original 
reformers. The “external formalities” 
in which his ordination at St. Andrews 
was deficient, must have included, 
principally, the laying on of hands; 
for, it is added, that these formalities 
“ might, in ordinary cases, be observed 
with propriety.” This would not have 
been conceded of any of the super- 
stitious rites added by the Church of 
Rome to that simple act. The want 
of these formalities was not deemed by 
the reformer to affect the validity of 
his orders. We are referred to “ the 
early practice of the Scottish Reform- 
ed Church,” for an illustration of 
the sentiments of Knox. Here is 






Error corrected respecting Missionaries. 





[No. 2. 


something more than an intimation 
that early ordinations in that Church 
were administered without ‘the lay- 
ing on of hands.’ 

Let me now trouble the reader 
with one or two extracts from other 
sources. 

*¢ A person who is not ordained to 
office by a Presbytery, has no right to 
be received as a minister of Christ.”’* 

“ It is only so far as any succession 
flows through the line of Presbyters, 
that it is either regular or valid. It is 
the laying on of the hands of the Pres- 
bytery, that constitutes a Scriptural 
ordination.”*¥ 

Now, either Knox knew the prin- 
ciples “ of the Scottish Reformed 
Church, in the organization of which 
he had so active a share,” better than 
the last mentioned respectable writers, 
or he did not. If he did, then they 
are narrowing the entrance to the 
ministry which she has left so broad, 
as to admit all, who, with “ gifts suit- 
ed to the office,” receive the call of a 
congregation to become their pastor. 
If the converse be true, then, upon 
the principles of the two last quota- 
tions, it is uncertain whether the 
Church of Scotland has a valid mi- 
nistry ; or, at least, whether such a mi- | 
nistry is not mingled with a spurious 
one. For the founder of that Church 
evidently denied the necessity of impo- 
sition of hands; and it is more than 
probable that its * early practice,” as | 
well as his own, was more or less al- 
fected by his sentiments on this sub- 
ject. L. 





Ve the Publishers of the Christian Journal, 
GENTLEMEN, 

In the abstract of the proceed- 
ings of the Convention of this Dio- 
cess, published in your second num- 
ber for December last, (p. 378,) no- 
tice is taken of the Bishop's present- 
ing to the Convention the Missiona- 
ries’ Report, as “from the Commit- 
tee of the Protestant Episcopal So- 
ciety for Propagating the Gospel.” 


——yo— — Se eee 


* Dr. M‘Leod’s Ecclesiastical Cate- | 
chism, p. 29. 
{ Dr. Millexr’s Letters, p. 347. 
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al Cate- 
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| This is an error of the press. It 


should be, the Committee of the Prv- 
testant Episcopal Church. Iam the 
more anxious this error should be 
corrected, from my knowledge of the 
fact, that Missionary concerns in this 
Diocess are, with very evident pro- 
priety, under the entire management 
and control of the eoclesiastical au- 
thority. Jor this purpose the above 
mentioned Committee is appointed by 
the Convention, to co-operate with 
the Bishop, who is ex officio its Presi- 
dent: We have, indeed, Missionary 
Societies in the Diocess; and they 
have been, and continue to be, emi- 
nently useful. But itis upon the true 
Christian principle of aiding the 
Church. They raise funds to be at 
her disposal. The Missionaries, thus 
aided, are designated as such. ‘Their 
reports to the ecclesiastical authority 
are transmitted by that authority to 
the Societies; whose members thus 
enjoy the rich satisfaction of knowing 
the good to which they are instrumen- 
tal. A SUBSCRIBER. 
New-York, March 11,1819. 
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Considerations on the Life and Death 
of St. John the Baptist. 


(Continued from vol. i. p. 374.) 
Section [V. 
Considerations on the Prophecies rela- 


tive to St. John in the Old Testa-. 


ment. 


Berore we proceed to view the 
Baptist in the exercise of his ministry, 
it will be proper to look back to the 
predictions in the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament, concerning his office 
and character. We shall begin with 
that remarkable one, “ Behold, I will 
send you Elijah the prophet, before 
the coming of the great and dreadful 
day of the Lord. And be shall turn 
the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to their 
fathers, lest I come and smite the 
earth with a curse.”* 

As there was amongst the Jews a 
general expectation of Messiah's ap- 
pearance, at the time when he did ap- 
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* Mal. iv. 5, 6. 
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pear, so an opinion likewise prevailed, 
that the world should be first prepar- 
ed for his reception, in some extraor- 
dinary manner, But wrong ideas of 
his appearance and kingdom introduced 
mistakes with ragard to the person 
who should precede and proclaim him. 
According to the notions then current, 
occasioned by applying to his first ad- 
vent the prophecies which belonged to 
his second, Messiah was to come in 
power and majesty, toconfer on the 
sons of Jacob dominion over the Gen- 
tiles, and make Jerusalem the metro- 
polis of the world. And by misunder- 
standing this prediction of Malachi,, 
they had imagined, that Elijah the 
Tishbite, should return from heaven, 
as his precursor. For this reason it 
was, that when the sanhedrim sent a 
message to St. John, desiring to know 
whether he were Elias? he answered, 
“Jam not: net the Elias by thera in- 
tended and expected. But that, St. 
John was the person foretold by Mala- 
chi, under the name of Elias, we have 
the declarations of our Lord himself 
to his own disciples, “ Elias is indeed 
come ;”* and tothe Jews, “ If ye will 
receive it, this is Elias which was for 
tocome. He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear.”t By these expressions 
it was evidently Christ’s intention to 
put his hearers upon the search after 
something more than the words, inthe 
bare letter of them, might seem to 
contaiu. He directed them to go 
deeper into things, to study with atten- 
tion the mission of the Baptist, his of- 
fice and character; to compare toge- 
ther persons, times, and events ; and so 
to discover, in what sense John was 
Elias, and why Malachi had given him 
that appellation. But if they did this, 
and were once brought, in the person’ 
of John, to acknowledge Elias, who 


was to precede the Messiah, they must 


necessarily, in the person of Jesus, ac- 
knowledge the Messiah, whom Elias 
was to precede. And therefore, as 
they were obstinately resolved not to 
own the Master, Christ knew they 
would not recognize the servant, or 
receive this saying concerning hin. 
Thus when the chief priests and elders 
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interrogated our Lord in the temple, 
“ By what authority dost thou these 
things, or who gave thee this authori- 
ty? L will also,” said he, “ask you 
one question, The baptism of John, 
was it from heaven, or. of men?” 
They perceived the dilemma, and hav- 
ing considered consequences, made the 
only safe answer, “* We connot tell ;”* 
an answer which did honour to their 
prudence and their caution, but cer- 
tainly at the expense either of their 
wisdom or their honesty. As sitting 
in the chair of Moses, they ought to 
have known whence the baptism of 
John was ; and if they did know, they 
ought not to have been shy of declar- 
ing it. 

That St. John was the Elias pre- 
dicted by Malachi, we have also the 
testimony of an anglet at the annun- 
ciation of his birth, who cites the very 
words of the ‘prophet; “ He shall go 
before him in the spirit and power of 
Elias; to turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the children,” &c. And if this be 
ihe case, it follows by necessary infer- 
ence, that by “the great and dread- 
ful day of the Lord,” before the com- 
ing of which Elijah is promised, 
Malachi intends primarily and imme- 
diately, the day, not of the world’s, but 
of Jerusalem’s destruction. For want 
of adverting to this, an opinion hath 
prevailed among Christian interpre- 
ters, that the whole prophecy relateth 
principally to the day of judgment, 
and to the appearance of an Elias, 
who shall then precede Christ. Whe- 
ther there will be such an Elias at that 
time, and so the second advent will 
symbolize with the first in the circum- 
stance of being previously proclaimed 
by a harbinger, like St. John, sent for 
that purpose, is a speculation with 
which we shall not at present concern 
ourselves, resting satisfied with the ap- 
plication of the prophecy, upon infalli- 
ble grounds, to the person of the Bap- 
tist, the undoubted forerunner of our 
Lord, when he came to visit us in 
great humility. 

God punisheth not sinners, till he 
hath first invited them to repentance. 
He giveth fair warning before he 





* Matt. xxi. 25. 7 Luke i. 7. 


striketh ; and a day of grace, in which 
mercy may be sought, and pardon 
found, always goeth before a day of 
vengeance and extermination. Elias 
was sent “before the coming of the 
= and dreadful day of the Lord ;* 
John called his countrymen to turn 
from their sins, and believe in their 
Messiah, ere yet the desolations of 
Jerusalem exhibited to the: wondering 
nations a specimen of that Almighty 
power and inflexible justice, which 
shall one day lay the world itself in 
ruins. 

The third chapter of Malachi con- 
taineth a most evident and clear pre- 
diction of Messiah’s advent, with that 
of his precursor St. John, “ Behold, [ 
will send my messenger, and he shall 

repare the way before me; and the 
me whom ye seek shall suddenly 
come to his temple, even the messen- 
ger of the covenant whom ye delight 
m; behold, he shall come, saith the 
Lord of hosts.” The prophet gues on 
to foretell the effects of Christ’s advent 
in the selection of a peculiar people, 
and the purification of a new priest- 
hood, to offer new and acceptable offer- 
ings. But who may abide the day 
of his coming? and who shall stand 
when he appeareth? For he is like a 
refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap. 
And he shall sit as a refiner and puri- 
fier of silver ; and he shall purify the 
sons of Levi, and purge them as gold 
and silver, that they may offer unto 
the Lord an offering in righteousness, 
Then shall the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, 
as in the days of old, and asin former 
years ;”” pleasant as in the days when 
their fathers offered in faith, and the 
desire of Messiah’s appearance was 
the ruling passion of their souls. 
The rest of the chapter is employed in 
reproving the rebellion, sacrilege, and 
infidelity of the Jews; and the fourth 
chapter opens with a description of the 
day fatal to Jerusalem— Behold 
the day cometh that shall burn as &n 
oven, and aH the proud, yea, and 
all that do wickedly, shall be stub- 
ble, and the day that cometh shall 
burn them up, saith the Lord of 
Hosts, that it shall leave them neither 
root nor branch.” For the cansalation 
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of the faithful, God, by his prophet, 
again foretelleth Messiah’s advent, 
with the increase, victory, and triumph 
of the church—“ But unto you that 
fear my name, shall the Son of Right- 
eousness arise, with healing in his 
wings; and ye shall go forth, and 
grow up as the firstling of bullocks: 
and ye shall tread down the wicked, 
for they shall be ashes under the soles 
of your feet, inthe day that I shall do 
this, saith the Lord of hosts.” In the 
mean time, “ Remember ye the law 
of Moses my servant, which I com- 
manded unto him in Horeb for all 
Israel, with the statutes and judg- 
ment.” And then, when the law 
hath done its office, and prophesied 
for the appointed time, “ Behold, I 
will send you Elijah the prophet ; not 
the personal Elijah, but, as the angel 
expoundeth it, one to preach and live 
after the model of his example, in his 
“spirit and power.” Thus, in the 
prophecy of Ezekiel, where God fore- 
telleth the union of Israel and Judah 
in the days of Messiah, he saith, 
“They shall be my people, and I will 
be their God, and David, my servant, 
ehall be their prince for ever.”* 
Not that Christ was to be David risen 
from the dead, or when he came, was 
to bear his name ; but he was to be, in 


_ certain respects, like David, conquer- 





' 
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ing the enemies, and sitting upon the 
throne of Israel. So the forerunner 


of Messiah was not to be Elijah de-- 


scended from heaven, nor was he, at 
his manifestation, to be called by that 
name; but was to be like him in his 
office and character. Such a messen- 
ger, saith God, “I will send, before 
the coming of the great and dreadful 
day of the Lord,” that is, the day that 
should “ burn like anoven,” the day of 
Jerusalem’s destruction, mentioned in 
the first verse. “ And he shall turn 
the heart of the fathers to the child- 
ren, and the heart of the children to 
the fathers,dest I come and smite the 
earth,” or the land, “ with a curse.” 
In the citation of this passage by the 
angel, one part of it is paraphrased— 
“Fo turn the hearts of the fathers to 
ihe children, and the disobedient to the 


a 





* Rizek, xxxvii. 23. 
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wisdom of the just.”* 'The meaning 
of the whole seems to be, either that 
men of every age and every disposition 
should be united in truth and charity ; 
or, as some learned expositors under- 
stand the passage, that St. John should 
bring many of the Jews to have the 
same heart and mind which their fa- 
thers and progenitors had, who feared 
God, and believed his promises ; that 
so their fathers might, as it were, re-. 
joice in them, and own them again for 
their children; in other words, that 
he should convert them to the faith of 
that Christ whom their fathers hoped 
in, and looked fors as it was said by | 
the angel, “‘ Many of the children of 
Israel shall he turn to the Lord their 
God ;”7 lest, all continuing obstinate 
in their unbélief, till the day when a 
rejected Saviour should visit an apos- 
tate people, the curse should be uni- 
versal. 

Beside these notices afforded us by 
Malachi, there is a prophecy on the 
same subject in the fortieth chapter 
of Isaiah, to which St. John referred 
the priests and Levites, when they 
pressed him, saying, “ Who art thou, 
that we may give an answer to them 
that sent us? What sayest thou of 
thyself? He said, I am the voice of 
one crying in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord, as saith 
the prophet Esaias.”t But let us take 
a view of the whole context, as far as 
it concerns our present purpose. 


Isa. xl. 1. Comfort ye, comfort ye, 
my people, saith your God. 


The future manifestation of Christ’s 
kingdom is represented to the prophet 
in spirit, with the concomitant signs 
and circumstances of it. He hears the 
voice. of God directing his servants to 
comfort his people, by proclaiming 
certain glad tidings which had been 
communicated to them. These glad 
tidings were the tidings of the Gospel. 
The persons to whom they first came 
were Zacharias, the blessed Virgin, 
Simeon, and Anne, who composed sa- 
cred songs upon the occasion, and 
spake of Messiah’s advent “to all 





* Luke i. 17. ¢ Lukei.16. . 
+ John i 23, 
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such as looked for redemtption in “ Je- 
rusalem.”* ‘The same tidings were 
afterwards published by the Baptist, 
then by Christ himself and his apostles, 
and have been ever since preached 
by their successors, whose commission 
still runs—“ Comfort ye, comfort ye, 
my people.” 


2. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, 
and cry unto her, that her warfare 
és accomplished, that her iniquity is 
pardoned: for she hath received of 
the Lord’s hand duuble for all her 
sins. : 


Good news should be related. with 
a suitable aspect and accent. The 
manner should correspond with the 
matter. “ Speak ye comfortably,” or, 
as itis in the Hebrew phraseology; 
“to the heart of Jerusalem ;” let your 
words be as ¢ordials, to revive and 
cheer her in the midst of her sorrows 
and sufferings. The topics of conso- 
Jation to be insisted on are three. 
First, “ Her warfare,” or *‘ appointed 
service, is accomplished ;” the days 
of her continuance under the yoke of 
bondage are expired; the fulness of 
time is come, for her passing from that 
state into the glorious liberty of the 
sons of God; she will now be reliev- 
ed from duty, and dismissed from the 
station on which she hath so long 
watched, in expectation of the pro- 
mised redemption ; she will be “ deli- 
vered out of the hands of her enemies, 
to serve God without fear.” Secondly, 
Her iniquity is pardoned ;” the expi- 
ation is about to be made, which all 
her sacrifices and lustrations prefigur- 
ed, which all her prophets foretold ; 
the blessed person is born, in whom 
God is well pieased, both granting 
and accepting repentance unto “ sal- 
vation by the remission of sins,” that 
men may be “ justified from all things 
from which they could not be justified 
by the law of Moses,” although men 
were justified wuder that dispensation, 
through faith in him that was then to 
come, according to the Gospel preach- 
ed before unto Abraham. Thirdly, 
“ She hath received of the Lord’s 
hand double for all her sins;” she 


ey 


* Luke ii. 53. 
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hath received greater benefits than 
she had deserved punishments ; mercy 
hath rejoiced against judgment; 
where sin abounded, grace hath su- 
perabounded. 


3. The voice of him that criethin thé 
wilderness, prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make straight in the de« 
sert a high way for our God. 


Isaiah, while reciting the divine 
injunctions to those whose office it 
should be to “ comfort Jerusalem,” 
seemeth to break off suddenly, as one 
interrupted in his discourse by the 
sound of a voice.* And as if he had 
listened, and perceived it to be the 
sound of that voice which so many 

rophets and kings had desired to 
oor and had not heard it, namely, 
the voice proclaiming the actual in- 
carnation of Messiah, he breaks forth 
in transport, “ The voice of him that 
crieth in the wilderness !” 


Hark !a glad voice the lonely desert 
cheers ; 
Prepare the way ! a God, a God appears. 


The voice which thus sounded in the 
prophet’s ears, so long before it was 
really heard upon the earth, was that 
of the Baptist, who, at the proper sea- 
son, was sent to dispose the hearts 
and affections of men for the recep- 
tion of their Saviour, when he should 
make his appearance. 


4. Every valley shall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill made low: 
and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough place plain. 


These are the words of the prophet 
himself, unfolding the counsels of God 
concerning the manner in which Mes- 
siah’s kingdom should be established 
in the world, and the aiteraticns which 
must necessarily take place in order 
to that end. “Every valley shall be 
exalted ;” to the poor in spirit, the 
lowly and contrite souls, the Gospel 
shall be preached, and they shall be 


exalted in faith and hope—* and every 





*“ Far from being the Messiah, or 
Elias, or one of the eld Prophets, I am 
nothing but a voice; "a sound, that, as 
soon as it has expressed the thought of 
which it is the sign, dies into air, and is 
Fenelon. 


known no more.” 
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mountain and hill made low;” on the 
contrary, pride of every kind, and in 
every shape, exalting itself, whether 
in Judaical pharisaism or in Gentile 
philosophy, against the knowledge of 
God, shall be made low, and subdued 
to the obedience of Christ: “ and the 
crooked shall be made strajght;” truth 
and rectitude shall succeed to error 
and depravity—“ and the rough places 
plain :” every thing that offendeth 
shall be removed, and al} difficulties 
and inequalities smoothed, till unani- 
mity-and uniformity prevail. Thas 
shall the way be prepared for the 
King of Rizhteousness to visit his peo- 
ple, to dwell in them, and to walk 
among them. 


5. And the glory of the Lord shall le 
revealed, and alj flesh shall see it 
tugether; for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it, 


Immediately after the proclamation 
and preparation made by the Baptist, 
the Divinity was revealed in human 
nature, God was manifested in the 
flesh, seen and conversed with by all 
ranks and decrees of imen, high and 
low, rich and poor, Jews and Gentiles, 
Pharisees and Sadducees, publicans 
and sinners. ‘The accomplishment of 
this pait of Isaiah’s prophecy is exactly 
related by St. John the Evangelist, ia 
the foliowing terms; * ‘The word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth.’’* 

Thus we have seen under what 
character the Baptist is held forth to 
us in the predictions of the prophets 
concerning him, as one who should 
go before Messiah in the spirit and 
power of Elias, to proclaim and pre- 
pare the way for the advent of God in- 
carnate. How perfectly, during the 
course of his ministry, he filled up 
this character, will appear in the sub- 
sequent sections, 

f ——— -—__—______] 
TRUSTING IN GOD. 

How pleasant is it to live by faith 5 
how sweet to be enabled to cast every 
care upon a wise and gracious Sa- 


* Join i. 14 
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viour, who is ever willing to suecour 
the afflicted, and strengthen the weak, 
Lord, I come as a poor unworthy 
worm into thy presence, to beg for 
more faith to rely on thy sacred pro- 
mises. Inspire me with a holy confi- 
dence in thy word, so that in all my 
trials [may look to thee, and under eve- 
ry distress depend upon thy unbound- 
ed goodness; thoy art an unlimited 
God, and in thee dyvells an everlast- 
ing fulness of grace, for the comfort 
of thy unworthy children ; why then 
should I be for limiting thee; yea, 
why are my thoughts so narrow, my 
conceptions so small, of thy glorious 
seli? Lord, enlarge my scanty ideas, 
give me greater views of thy compasy 
sion, loye, and kindness to thy people, 
Q, thou faithful Jesus, in mercy ree 
member my unfaithful heart: wean 
me from trusting in myself, and teach 
me to trust in thee, and thee alone. 
May every care, circumstance, and 
trouble, be referred to thy hands. 
Bless me with that sweet grace of 
faith, let it attend all my steps, ac- 
company me wherever I go, be with 
me in whatever I undertake; let it 
be my companion jn every situation 
through life. I ask it of thee; O de- 
ny me not if it he thy gracious will, 


‘Then shall even the thorny path be 


made easy, and mountains hecome 
plains, while with this glass L look ber 
yond the transitory scenes below, to 
the wide fields of everlasting glory, 
and comfurt myself with the thought, 
that every step brings me nearer to 
tuig long wished for rest. | BUCK. 
—_—_—sss 
FOR THES CHRISTIAN JOURNAL, 


An Essay, concerning a pretended tne 
itation of “ The hiss of Charity,” 
epken of in Rom. xvi. 16. and 
Jour other places of Scripture: de- 
signed especially for the perusal of 
Students in Theology. 

To prepare for what is to follow, it 
will be proper to ascertain the circum- 
stances attendant on so respectable a 
precedent. 

If no explanation could be drawn 
from primitive antiquity, it would be 
modest to suppose, that such an ex- 
nieseion of Christian charity was pet 
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between the sexes, but among the 
persons of each sex separate from the 
other, There is positive evidence of 
it, however, in “ the Apostolical Con- 
stitutions:” which are falsely so call- 
ed, but held to be descriptive of prac- 
tices of very early times. They say 
(lib. ii. cap. 57) “ Let the men apart, 
and the women apart, salute one ano- 
ther with a kiss in the Lord:” and, 
again, (lib. viii. cap. 11) “Let the 
Clergy salute the Bishop, the laymen 
the laymen, and the women the wo- 
men.” 

Independently on this testimony, 
there is the circumstance, that the 
sexes were placed on the opposite 
sides of the Church. This custom is 
referred to, by many of the fathers. 
Now it appears from the constitutions, 
that the ceremony in question took 
place, at a very interesting period of 
the administration of the Eucharist— 
immediately before the — pray- 
er. It would be too absurd to ima- 
gine, that the order of the assembly 
was disarranged, with a view to the 
transaction.* 

It would be easy to show, that the 
Scriptures refer to existing customs, 
without intending to render them per- 
petually binding on the Church—as 
in the instance of its being disreputa- 
ble in a man to wear long hair, while 
it was the dictate of decency in a wo- 
man. Sarah is commended for call- 
ing Abraham “ Lord:” but what 
would be thought of a woman of the 
present day, of no extraordinary stand- 
ing in society, who should accost her 
husband with the title of——My Lord! 
when it denotes either hereditary 
rank, or dignity of office? The prac- 
tice in question was taken into the 
Christian Church, from the Jewish 





* It is here believed, that the only pas- 
sage of ecclesiastical antiquity counte- 
nancing what is denied, is one cited from 
Tertuliian, which supposes the inter- 
change of Christian civility to pass be- 
tween the sexes. The constitutions are 
so much better atest of general practice, 
that there is no accounting for what Ter- 
tullian may have known it to be in Carth- 
age, except on the supposition, that the 
latter might have been a mistaken imita- 
tion of the original precedent, especially, 
as it had its origin in the East. 
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Synagogue; and was thus the con- 
tinuing of an expression of brotherly 
love, to which the people had been 
accustomed. ‘There can be no reas 
son in this for its restoration, after 
ages of discontinuance. 

If any Church should absurdly 
adopt the long discontinued practice— 
a Church is here spoken of, and not a 
single congregation, in whom it would 
be not only absurd, but, in the Epis- 
copal Church at least, disorderly— 
they should adhere to the spirit of the 
institution, as above described. But 
more absurd, beyond comparison, is 
the pretended imitation here designed 
to be reprobated—the taking of occa- 
sion in private circles, and in more 
private interviews, to season spiritual 
instruction with what is pretended to 
be the Kiss of Charity spoken of in 
the aforesaid passages of Scripture: 
concerning which pretended imitation 
the opinion is here avowed, that a sin- 
gle act of it ought to be sufficient 
with a husband or a father, to forbid 
the access of the liquorish-mouthed 
instructor to his wife or to his daugh- 
ter. 

The objections occurring to the 
practice are as follow. 

Ist. A minister of the Gospel may 
bring himself into a state of tempta- 
tion, without being aware of his dan- 
ger. Opportunities may often occur, 
of religious conversation with some 


interesting female: and such occa-. 


sions may become more and more at- 
tractive, apparently from a desire to 
convey instruction, but in reality from 
the sensual seasoning of it. Protest- 
ants are accustomed to lay great 
stress on the dangers attached to the 
auricular confession of the Church of 
Rome. We do not deny, that it is 
occasionally of benefit to society—as 
in the return of plundered property: 
but we say, that besides there being 
no scriptural authority for the prac- 
tice, the benefit of it is more than 
counterbalanced by the resulting 


evils; the must conspicuous of which, | 
are criminal connexions of the sexes. , 


The matter here in question points to 
the same evil, without the allegation 
of attendant benefit. However un- 
tenable the ground of duricular con- 
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fession, it is held to be authoritative 
by many asincere man. In the event 
of his fall, there is not the aggrava- 
tion of his having gone out of his 
way in quest of temptation; it having 
met him in his official character. In 
the other case, there is more to an- 
swer for in this respect. 

2dly. The former objection con- 
templated a clergyman’s exposing of 
himself to sin, unwarily. But if he 
carry sinful propensity along with 
him, in his intercourses with the other 
sex j nothing can be a more conveni- 
ent cover, than the familiarities here 
faulted. He is enabled to make his 
approaches, while there is a conceal- 
ment of his design. If he should 
succeed, there is a sacrifice of female 
virtue, which might not have hap- 
pened, if the first step towards it had 
been understvod. On the other hand, 
if the assailed female should be in- 
dignant at the earliest appearances 
of an attack on her honour, the sanc- 
timonious deceiver finds an easy re- 
treat, in the pretence of her hav- 
ing misunderstood his spiritual affec- 
tion for a carnal one. : 

3dly. Under a systematic allow- 
ance of the practice, a modest wo- 


man may find herself much at a loss ;. 


as to the reception of familiarities, 
-which thus mix ghostly counsel with 
the gratification of the flesh. The 
undue freedoms of the man of the 


world, may be repelled by her with © 


indignation; while she may hesitate, 
as to the manifesting of resentment 
against them in the other form ; lest 
she should he making an injurious 
charge against a holy man, who is 
labouring for the salvation of her 
soul. Not only so, even wher his sen- 
suality is unquestionable, she may be 
afraid to expose him to the world; lest 
her character should be torn to pieces, 
‘by those who have so far committed 
themselves in the belief of his saint- 
ship, that their own consistency is im- 
plicated in its support. She may 


_ reckon on her being considered as an 


apostate ; and it will beg well, if ‘her 
virtue should come off without a 
stain. 

4thly. One of the most essential 
requisites for the parovhial usefulness 
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of a clergyman, is his being received 
with contidence by the families within 
hiscure. It is therefore not sufficient 
to abstain from evil, but the appear- 
ance of it is to be aveided. A hus- 
band, or a father, may be over-jealous 
of his rights. If so, what good object 
can there be, to counterbalance the 
estrangement which may be the result 
of his apprehensiens? But it is here- 
held, that there would be no weak- 
ness on his part, in not being indiffer- 
ent to opportunities sought and seized, 
of holding religious conversation with 
his wife or with his daughter in his 
absence. It would be a misappre- 
hending of this to suppose, that a 
clergyman, happening to engage in 
conversation on a religious subject, is 
to suspend it, until he can call in wit- 
nesses to the dialogue. What is here 
explicitly condemned, is, designed se- 
crecy. Especially as the subject re- 
spects man and wife, it is difficult to 
conceive of a case, in which the 
former may not be present, at any 
counsel to be given to the latter. Or 
at most, if she should imagine such 
a necessity, the retired intercourse 
should continue no longer, than to 
give an opportunity of her being con- 
vinced of her error. And she should 
be required to submit to instruction 
to this effect. 

5thly. In every line of life, there 
is a certain decorum established by 
habit, perhaps not essential to virtue, 
yet designed to be an outwork for its 
defence ; the disregard of which gives 
an opening for suspicions, which might 
otherwise be uncharitable. This es- 
pecially applies to suspicions of a 
crime, which, when committed, is 
seldom capable of direct proof. When 
a woman, in a respectable grade of 
life, has been inattentive to establish- 
ed decorum, and has consequently 
fallen under an accusation, which her 
conscience testifies to be erroneous, 
let her be satisfied with its testimony ; 
and having improperly shown her dis- 
regard of what the world may think 
or say, let her be consistent, and not 
complain of its censoriousness or of 
its malice. The case is the same with 
a clergyman. When accused of what 
cannot be proved either by direct evi- 
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fence, or by circumstances affording 
strong presumption, he may show the 
face of innocency to the charge, and 
deny it with the expectation of being 
believed. But when he has broken 
through any barrier of female re- 
serve, and has taken liberties which 
would reasonably be offensive in other 
men, expecting to cover them by the 
sanctity of lis profession; even if no 
licentious design have been entertain- 
ed by him, he has no cause to com- 
plain of its being apprehended. ‘That 
even the disregard of appearances 
must be criminal, is undeniable; un- 
less on the principle, that. the success 
of his ministry, and the performance 
of his ordination vows, have no de- 
pendence on the respectability of his 
character. 

Gthly. The weight of the preceding 
considerations, is immensely increased 
by the prevalence of a species of de- 
votion, consisting rather in the tempo- 
rary excitement of animal sensibility, 
than in the habitual possession of holy 
and virtuous dispesitions; the result 
of which is, that what has been mis- 
taken for divine love, renders the 
mind the easier accessible tv that 
which is sensual. _ 

The distinction betweeti those two 
species of devotion, would be inter- 
preted by some as evidence of the 
possession of no more of godliness, 
than the formality of it) The only 
resource, is an appeal te Scripture and 
to observation, ‘There can be no re- 
ligion in the conduct, without cor- 
responding piety inthe heart. But it 
should be such a piety, as that which 
shines in the devotions of the lively 
oracles of God—especially in the 
prayer appointed for daily use; and 
not such as inspires the rhapsodies, 
resolvable into what is here kaown by 
the name of animal sensibility. 

The distinction might be traced in 
various ways, indifferent to religious 
exercises or affections: for instance, 
in subjects of joy and in those of 
grief, exciting very lively sensibili- 
ties, when we have no interest in 
them, and even when we know the 
causes of what we feel to be the orea- 
tures of fiction. Not only so, the 
inte experiments in chemistry have 
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brought into action gazes, which pos 
duce the same effects on the bodily or- 
gans, without the presentment of any 
images to the mind. 

Now it is contended, that what is 
here considered as a counterfeit spe- 
cies of devotion, is not merely resolv- 
able into passion, but prepares for the 
excitement of it in another form. For 
instance ; if we were to know of any 
man, that his devotions in his own 
house are so vehement, as to cause his 
bellowings to be heard throughout a 
neighbourhood ; itis here maintained, 
not merely that he might fall into car- 
nai indulgences, but that he would be 
the more in danger of them, in con- 
sequence of the preceding noise of his 
devotion. 

There is a well known Poem of 
Dryden, in which he has shown his 
knowledge of the human character. 
It is where the powers of musick is 
displayed, in its exciting of Alexander, 
of Macedon, to reduce to ashes the 
fine city of Persepolis. The musi- 
cian is described, as agitating the mind 
of the hero by passions very different 
from that which was the object—the 
passion of revenge. When he is 
brought to a state of sufficient suscep- 
tibility ; then it is, that there are in- 
troduced the ghosts of Grecian war- 
riors, pointing to the hostile towers. 
The event is, that he who, just before, 
had wept for the fate of the great and 
good Darius, becomes an infuriate 
madman; and the city is made a sas 
crifice to his vengeance. 

In analogy with this, are the -sensi- 
bilities of the natural man, when they 
become mixed with those of religion. 
But it may be asked— Can such an ef- 
fect originate in such a cause, by a 
necessary or by a legitimate opera: 
tion? Byno means. The effect will 
not take place, so long as a man con- 
tinues in the fear of God, and in the 
exercise of prayer and watchfulness. 
Bat when he has opened his heart to 
the illusions of spiritual pride; or when 
he has become ambitious to be known 
as the leader of a religious party ; or 
when he has seated himself in the cen 
sor’s chair, and begun to establish a 
character for himself, by the under- 


a 





RN me 





< xc CC ttt CCC: tee 





valuing of the characters of others; 


el ee ee ee ee ee ee ee) oe. i nn. on. ee ee | 


eee, ae tS 2 _© Cte 4 bie’ fed 


Lad 


— 


lanl 


id) 


a eee ae, ee ee) ee ee ee oe ae 2 ee ae ee. ee | 





Os 
t- 


ny 


\e- 
lv. 
hs 
‘or 
ny 
vn 
his 


ody 


av 


yn- 
his 


of 
his 
er 
is 
er, 
the 
1Si- 
ind 
ent 
the 


ep- 

in- 
ars 
218. 
re, 
and 
ate 
sa+ 


nsi- 
hey 
ion. 
 ef- 
Ny a 
rae 
vill 
on- 
the 
ess. 
t to 
hen 
wn 
- or 
sen- 
h a 
der- 
ers} 





—_ ee er ee, 
TR a a 





—_ — ae 
a 


February, 1819.] 


or, above all, when he has brought 
himself to the accumplishing of any 
of these things, by misrepresentation 
and malicious charges ; in every thing 
of the sort, there is the danger of its 
being to him what the sop was to Ju- 
das. He may still be liable to the 
animal sensibilities alluded to: which 
may be matter of habits like the ar- 
tilicial agitations which, in some coun- 
tries, are the hired accompanyments 
of funerals. But as for a frame of 
mind, which may be laid open in an 
act of adoration before the Father of 
Spirits, and brought within the sphere 
of the merciful disclosures of the 
Gospel ; all this will have been eaten 
up by the canker-worm of self-righte- 
ousness: a vice of the mind, against 
which he will continue his railing, 
with an application of it to better men 
than himself; who, while they know 
that they are but unproiitable ser- 
vants, are yet aware, that they will 


_ reap acoordiffg,to what they shall 


have sown. 

An elderly lay gentleman of high 
standing in society, of good moral 
character, and, as was supposed, not a 
stranger to the influence of religion, 
remarked to the writer of this in his 
youth, that enthusiasm was a predis- 
posing cause of illicit commerce be- 
tween the sexes. Subsequent obser- 
vation verified the opinion. Every 
misdirection of the religious princi- 
ple, is unfavourable to morals. Su- 
perstition has always shown its inge- 
nuity, in commuting for the sins of the 
soul by the mortifications of the body, 
No less of enthusiasm than of super- 
stition, we well know, that it has of- 
ten directed the hand of the assassin. 
But among the foul deeds of the form- 
er, is that imputed to it by the re- 
spectable gentleman alluded to. 

Why should the writer hesitate to 
record an incident, which came under 
his notice in his boyhood? When he 
was about the age of twelve years, 
he happened to be present at a con- 
versation, induced by the visit of a fe- 
male from a place of residence some- 
what distant, to the family in which 
the conversation -occurred. The 
ground of her visit, was a distant re- 
lationship; and the professed object, 
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was discourse on religious subjects. 
She was treated with respect by the 
family ; and to the writer of this, she 
seemed to be an angel dropped from 
heaven. A few years afterwards, it 
became known, that not finding devo- 
tion sufficiently ardent in-the Church 
of England, in which she had been 


born and éducated, she had joined 


another religious communion, thought 
by her to be of a more sublimated 
cast of character. It was not long 
afterwards, that there arose a vehe- 
ment dispute in the congregation to 
which she had attached herself; and 
among the disclosures which took 
place, it appeared against her, that she 
had been detected with one of the 
brotherhood, in a species of familia- 
rity, reprobated by all people of a 
respectable standing in society. It 
seemed to the present writer, at the 


time, like the fall of Lucifer. But suc- 


ceeding observation of the world, re- 
moved the error. On recollection of 
the discourse, there were retraced 
passages of it, afterwards perceived 
to be indicative of the affecting of the 
reputation of extraordinary sanctity, 
and the assuming of pretensions like 
those of an apostleship. These are 
very different from the profession 
exacted by the spirit of Christian- 
ity. 

It would be easy to enforce the 
purpose of the foregoing details, by 
the relation of more recent incidents. 
And as those have been brought to 
light by accidental’ circumstances— 
very often rivalship or resentment; 
the inference would be fair—how 
many similar. incidents will be con- 
cealed, unti! the day which shall make 
all things manifest ! 

To prevent the misunderstanding 


-of the object of the preceding re- 


marks, it is here declared, that they 
have no bearing on any customary 
civilities in society, taking place be- 
fore witnesses, not liable to the inter- 
pretation of especial attachment, and 
not blended with the concerns of re- 
ligion. It is impossible fairly to con- 
found such civilities, with any prac- 
tice which may recon-nend sensual 
gratification by the cover of appa- 
rent spirituality; thus illustrating 
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the scriptural saying, of “ the trans- 

forming of Satan into an angel of 

light.” Ww. W. 
POSTSCRIPT. 

Very soon after the committing of 
the preceding sentiments to paper, 
there came to hand a pamphlet, re- 
cently published, entitled—* God’s 
Revenge against Adultery.” It re- 
cites two awful cases of that crime; 
and its unhappy consequences, as well 
to the innocent relatives of the guilty 
parties, as to theniselves. Frou tlie 
unreserved mention of names, and 
thus the implied appeals to the testi- 
mony of living persons, it is probable 
that the outlines of the narratives 
are true, although evidently filled up 
by the imagination of the publisher. 
There are many exceptionable pas- 
sages; and especially, there is an im- 
portant error in the title, as applied 
to the temporal dispensations of God. 
But the latter of the narratives re- 
cords circumstances, which are a 
striking illustration of a principle sus- 
tained inthe essay. An accomplished 
young man, in violation of his mar- 
riage vow, practices various arts to 
render himself agreeable to a beauti- 
ful and amiable young lady. The 
modesty of her mind either does not 
permit herto understand his advances, 
er disposes her to repel them. Ata 
subsequent period, under the preach- 
ing of a minister who dwelt much on 
the terrors of the law, she became a 
subject of religious distress, so as al- 
most to despair of her salvation. But 
under the preaching of another mi- 
nister, who delighted in the display 
of the consolations of the Gospel, she 
received comfort; and in the ecstacy 
of her joy, embraced various mem- 
bers of the family, exclaiming—“ I 
am converted, I am happy.” Ante- 
cedently to this, the gentleman refer- 
red to had become a convert: proba- 
bly, under similar apprehensions of 
the work of grace. The young lady, 
after disclosing her feelings to her fa- 
mily, was impatient to do the same to 
the said gentleman, now a professor 
of religion, and a frequent and un- 
suspected visitant in her father’s house. 
What was the consequence? It was 
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that in a very short time, the family 
were rendered miserable, by the evi« 
dences of the pressure of some extra- 
ordinary grief on her mind; the cause 
of which became at last visible, in 
the increase of her person, indicating 
it to have been the victim of seduction. 

How deplorable is a delusion, which 
prepares for such an issue; when there 
would otherwise be a defence against 
it in maiden modesty, even without 
the profession of religion. 

It wowid be easy to detail similar 
anecdotes, resting on credible testi- 
mony within the sphere of personal 
intercourse: but tenderness to the 
persons concerned, and to those cone 
nected with them, imposes reserve. 

Not only anima! love, but strong 
liquor may combine with religious 
conviction, to produce what the agent 
iunagines to be the fervour of devotion. 

An instance of this occurred not 
many years' ago—as other instances 
have at different timesto the present 
writer. ‘There came to him a man, 
professing to bewail his sinfulness ; 
and especially apprehensive, that he 
had committed the sin against the 
Holy Ghost. From his appearance 
and gestures, there arose the suspi- 
cion—not the certainty—that he was 
intoxicated. At any rate, his sensi- 
bilities were so excessive, as rendered 
much conversation with him unpro- 
fitable. He was therefore requested 
to retire for the present; and to call 
again, when he could better command 
his feelings: and this was done, with 
the intention of ascertaining his cha- 
racter from a religious man; to whom 
he was supposed, from his place of 
residence, to be known. Information 
was obtained from the contemplated 
source: by which it appeared, that 
the man in question was in habits of 
intemperance; and that when under 
the effects of it, he was apt to apply 
to the informant, in precisely the same 
form as that above described. 

W. W. 


p— — __ _,- _____| 


NATURE. 
THe manner in which man resem- 
bles his Maker, is thus described by 
an anceint Bramin: “ Figure to your- 
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self a million of large vessels quite 
filled with water, on which the sua 
darts his luminous rays. ‘This beau- 
tiful planet, though single in its kind, 
multiplies itself in some measure, and 
paints itself totally, ina moment, on 
each of these vessels, so that a very 
perfect resemblance of it is seen in 
them all. Now, our bodies are these 
vessels filled with water; the sun is 
the image of the Supreme Beiyg ; and 
the figure of the sun, painted on each 
of these vessels, is anatural representa- 
tion enough of the human soul, cre- 
ated after the image of God himself.” 


ones eee 





New-York Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Society. 


Tue New-York Bible and Common 
Prayer Book Society offer to Subseri- 
bers, Auxiliary Societies, and other 
Institutions embracing within their 
objects the gratuitous distribution of 
the Book of Common Prayer, ene Bi- 
ble, or one octavo Prayer Book, neatly 
bound, for every dollar which they 
contribute. 

The New-York Bible and Common 
Prayer Book Society has recently pro- 
cured a set of stereotype plates of the 
Book of Common Prayer, of the oc- 
tavo size. There has long been felt 
the want of a Prayer Book printed 
with a large letter, sufficiently cheap 
to promote its gratuitous circulation 
among the aged, and others whose 
sight is affected. ‘The Society hopes 
to accomplish this object with the pre- 
sent edition, through the medium of 
its own members, and of Auxiliary 
and other Institutions. ‘The terms of 
merhbership, are the annual payment 
of asum.not less than one dollar, or 
the immediate payment of a sum not 
Jess than fifteen dollars. For every 
dollar annually paid, a member is en- 
titled to a Bible or an octavo Prayer 
Book. A member for life is entitled 
to the same, annually, for every fif- 
teen dollars he contributes. Thus, 
while the octavo Prayer Book is af- 
forded to members at a very reduced 
price, a small profit, which the So- 
ciety derives from each, will be a 
means of increasing its usefulness. 
Members will be hereby enabled, not 


only gradually to supply their own fa- 
milies at a very moderate cost, with 
large Prayer Books, but also, with 
the least possible inconvenience, to 
exercise their pious benevolence, by 
bestowing them on the poor, to whom 
the small book, usually circulated, 
may be useless, in consequence of the 
difficulty of reading its diminutive 
print. ) 

The hope is confidently cherished, 
that a plan thus combining the inter- 
ests of both the Society and its.mem- 
bers, with the gratification of the cha- 
ritable dispositions of the latter, will 
secure success to this renewed effort 
for obtaining the liberal support of the 
Church. 

The preseyt application is made, 
and the success of it rendered pecu- 
liarly necessary, on account of the in- 
sufficiency of the collections made to 
meet the expense of these plates. 

The gratuitous distribution, through- 
out the Diocess, of the Bible and the 
small Prayer Book, will be continued 
as heretofore. 

By order of the Board. 

JOHN HENRY HOBART, 


Bishop of the Protestant Episcepal Church 
in the State of New-York, President, 


B. T. ONDERLONK, Sec’ry. 
New-York, Feb. 12, 1819. 


—_=_=== 


Bible andCommon Prayer Book So- 
ciety of Albany and its vicinity. 
Tue annual meeting of this society 
was held in St. Peter’s Church, Alba- 
ny, on Tuesday evening, the 2d of 
March, 1819, when divine service was 
celebrated by the Rev. Mr. Thorn, of 
Schenectady, and an appropriate dis- 
course was delivered by the Rev. Mr. 
Upfold, of Lansingburgh, from 1 Pe- 


ter iv. 10, and a collection taken up 


in aid of the funds of the Society. 
The following are the names of the 
gentlemen elected ofiicers for the en- 
suing year. : 

Hon. P.S. Van Rensselaer, of Alba- 
ny, President ; George Tibbits, Esq. 
of Troy, first Vice-President ; James 
Duane, Esq. of Schenectady, 2d 
Vice-President ; Richard Davis, Esq. 
of Waterford, 3d Vice-President ; 
George Upfold, of Albany, Treasurer; 
Rev. William B. Lacey, Correspond- 
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ing Secretary; T. J. Gibbons, Re- 
cording Secretary; James Gibbons, 
Henry Trowbridge, George Merchant, 
and Henry Guest, jun. of Albany; 
Nathan Warren, Josiah Kellogg, and 
William S. Parker, of Troy; Guert 
Van Schoonhoven, and John Knicker- 
backer, of Waterford ; Daniel Martin, 
and David Tomlinson, of Schenec- 
tady; and G. W, Featherstonehaugh, 
of Duanesburgh, Managers. 


p—— ——— 





The following Poem, by the late Rev. 
Wairtiam Jones, of Nayland, was compos- 
ed in Latin, and translated by himself. 


iVritten at a Seat, wnder some sequestered 
Oaks, in a natural Wilderness, near Gest- 
ing tharpe. 


Hart, Solitude! how sweet thy shade, 
For holy contemplation made! 

Par from the world, no more I see 
That stage of sin and vanity. 

While nations rage, my ravish’d sight 

I liftto realms of peace and light, 
And hear celestial voices sing 

The praise of their mmontax King. 
Here would I sit, to peace consign’d, 
And leave a troubled world behind, 
‘rill Angels waft me hence to rest 

In Paradise among the blest ; 

With hermits there to taste of bliss, 
Who wala’d with God in shades like this. 


—_—_-_-__ 


The foregoing verses having been sent 
to a friend, then at Brighthelmstone, the 
following reply to them, in the same Latin 
and English measure, was received by tie 
return of post. 


(B¥ GEORGE HESRY GLASSE.) 


Axas, in what inglorious strains 
My once heroic friend complains ! 
Wilt thou, a gallant vet’ran, yield, 
And, still unconquer’d, quit the field ? 
Enamour’d of monastic ease, 
Say, dost thou pant for shades like these? 
is it a time to seek repose, 
When, all around, insulting foes, 
A furious, rash, impetuous throng, 
Eager for combat, rush along, 
Vheir banners raise with hideous cry, 
And truth, and God himself, defy ? 

Not through the silence of the groves, 
Which pensive meditation loves, 
But through fierce conflicts and alarms, 
‘The din of war, the clang of arms, 
And all the terrors of the fight, 
'y he Christian seeks the realms of light. 
Forgmost amidst th’ ensanguin’d flood, 
.His sacred vestments dipt in blood") 
Un thee thy Saviour casts his eyes ; 
** My fellow-soldier, hail!” he cries. 





* Rey. xix. 15. Isa. }xiii. 1, 2, 8. 
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Consign’d to thee by his command, 
The sword of truth* adorns thy hand ; 
He bids thee wield it on the plain, 
Bids thee his own great cause maintain, 
And, after one laborious day, 
To endless -glory points the way. 
= 
ON DAVID GARRICK’S FUNERAL PROCESSION, 
(BY BISNOP HORNE.) 


Turoven weeping London’s crowded 
streets, 
As Garrick’s fufl’ral pass’d, 
Contending wits and nobles strove, 
Who should forsake him last. 
Not so the world behav’d to him, 
Who came that world to save, 
By solitary Joseph borne, 
Unheeded to his graye. 
If what is done by mortals here 
Departed spirits know, 
Confus’d and blushing, Garrick views 
This grand parade of woe. 
Though much to be admir’d by man, 
He had—yet, gracious Heav’n! 
Much, very much he had, indeed, 
By thee to be forgiv’n. 
But thou art godd!—And since he died 
Compos’d, without a groan, 
Repentant David, let us hope, 
May live through David’s Son. 
— 


INSCRIPTION FOR AN HOUR GLASS, - 


Marx the golden grains that pass, 
Brightly through this channell’d glass, 
Measuring by their ceaseless fall, 
Heaven’s most gracious gift to ali! 
Busy till its sands be done, 
See the shining current run ; 
But, the allotted numbers sped, 
Another hour of life hath fled ! 
Its task perform’d, its travels past, 
Like mortal man, it rests at last. 
Yet, let some hand invert its frame, 
And all its powers return the same, 
Whilst any golden grains remain, 
Twill work its little hour again. 
But who shall turn the glass for you 
When all the golden grains are through ! 
Who shall callect your scatter’d sand, 
Dispers’d by Time’s unsparing hand ? 
Never can one grain be found 
Howe’er we anxious search around ! 
Then, daughter, since this truth is plain, 
That time once gone, ne’er comes again, 
Improy’d, bid every moment pass— 
See how the sand rolls down your glass. 
Consecration —On the 18th of February, 
1819, the Right Rev, Bishop Griswold 
consecrated anew and elegant Church, at 


Guildford, Vermont, to the service of 


Almighty God, by the name of Christ 
Church. 
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* FEphes. vi. 17 














